
We Assemble in God’s Name

Let us prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.

Voluntary:  Andante Sostenuto from Symphonie Gothique
Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937)

John Alexander, organ

Welcome & Announcements........................................................................ Jill Duffield

Nominating Committee Announcement.....................................................Ross Harris 

Call to Worship...................................................................................... Newton Cowan

Leader: 	� Praise the Lord! Happy are those who delight in the Lord!
People:	�� We come to this place,  

where generations before us have gathered.

Leader: 	� Here we remember the light of God that shines in our lives.
People:	�� Here we allow God’s light to shine through us.

Leader: 	� Let us worship our radiant God.
All:	�� Praise the Lord!  

Happy are we who delight in the Lord!

* Processional Hymn:  No. 667 – When Morning Gilds the Skies.............laudes domini

february 8, 2026

11:00 a.m.
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* Call to Confession and Prayer of Confession

God of glory,
      you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world,
      to reveal your love for all people.

We confess that our sin and pride hide the brightness of your light.
We turn away from the poor;
      we ignore cries for justice;
      we do not strive for peace.

Forgive us, God. In your mercy, cleanse us of our sin,
      and baptize us once again with your Spirit,
      so that, as forgiven and renewed people,
      we may reflect the love and life of Jesus Christ
      into our world. Amen.

A brief period of silence is observed for personal confession.

* Assurance of Pardon

* The Peace

Leader:   �Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
The peace of Christ be with you.

People:   	And also with you.

* Passing of the Peace

* Response to the Peace:  Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies.........................ratisbon



We Hear God’s Word

The Word Read:  Matthew 5:13-20......................................................... Charlotte Freeze 

“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its 
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out 
and trampled under foot.

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. People 
do not light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it 
on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, 
let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heaven.

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 
have come not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven 
and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass 
from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of 
the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will 
be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and 
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, 
unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you 
will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
Congregation:  Thanks be to God.

A Moment of Godly Play for Children of All Ages....................... Lisa Witherspoon

Anthem:  If Ye Love Me........................................................... Thomas Tallis (1505-1585)
Chancel Choir

If ye love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father, 
   and he shall give you another comforter, 
   that he may bide with you forever, ev’n the spirit of truth.
                                                                                      – John 14:15-17



The Word Read:  Isaiah 58:1-12

Shout out; do not hold back!
    Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion,
    to the house of Jacob their sins.
Yet day after day they seek me
    and delight to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness
    and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;
they ask of me righteous judgments;
    they want God on their side.
“Why do we fast, but you do not see?
    Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day
    and oppress all your workers.
You fast only to quarrel and to fight
    and to strike with a wicked fist.
Such fasting as you do today
    will not make your voice heard on high.
Is such the fast that I choose,
    a day to humble oneself?
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush
    and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?
Will you call this a fast,
    a day acceptable to the Lord?

Is not this the fast that I choose:
    to loose the bonds of injustice,
    to undo the straps of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
    and to break every yoke?
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry
    and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them
    and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
    and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you;
    the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;
    you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.”



If you remove the yoke from among you,
    the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
if you offer your food to the hungry
    and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness
    and your gloom be like the noonday.
The Lord will guide you continually
    and satisfy your needs in parched places
    and make your bones strong,
and you shall be like a watered garden,
    like a spring of water
    whose waters never fail.
Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
    you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
you shall be called the repairer of the breach,
    the restorer of streets to live in.

Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
Congregation:  Thanks be to God.

The Word Proclaimed..................................................................................Jill Duffield



We Respond to God’s Word

* Hymn of Response:  No. 65 – Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah................ cwm rhondda

* Affirmation of Faith..............................................................Erin Kesterson Bowers

God’s redeeming work in Jesus Christ embraces the whole of 
human life: social and cultural, economic and political, scientific 
and technological, individual and corporate. It includes the natural 
environment as exploited and despoiled by sin. It is the will of God 
that the divine purpose for human life shall be fulfilled under the rule 
of Christ and all evil be banished from creation.

Biblical visions and images of the rule of Christ, such as a heavenly 
city, the household of God, a new heaven and earth, a marriage feast, 
and an unending day culminate in the image of the kingdom. The 
kingdom represents God’s triumph over all that resists the divine 
will and disrupts God’s creation. Already God’s reign is present as a 
ferment in the world, stirring hope in all people and preparing the 
world to receive its ultimate judgment and redemption. 

With an urgency born of this hope, the church applies itself to present 
tasks and strives for a better world. It does not identify limited 
progress with the kingdom of God on earth, nor does it despair in the 
face of disappointment and defeat. In steadfast hope, the church looks 
beyond all partial achievement to the final triumph of God. 

Now to him who by the power within us is able to do far more 
abundantly than all we ask or think, to him be glory in the church and 
in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

					                                           – from the Confession of 1967



Prayer�s of the People

      concluding with the Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father who art in heaven,  
     hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
     on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
     and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power,  
    and the glory, forever.  
Amen.

Call for the Offering

You may also participate in the offering using the QR code on the back page  
of this bulletin. Information for giving by other options, including  

text, app, and regular mail, can be found there as well.

Offertory:  The Light of the World.................................. Andrew Carter (1939-2026)
Chancel Choir

Behold, I stand at the door and knock:
If any man hear my voice, and open the door, 
I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world: 
he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.”
Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd: that giveth his life for the sheep.”
Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.”
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and life.”
Behold, I stand at the door and knock: I will come to you.
                                                           – �from Revelation 3:20; John 8:12, 10:11, 14:6, 11:25



* Congregational Response:  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
lasst uns erfreuen

* Prayer of Dedication.............................................................. Erin Kesterson Bowers

* Charge and Benediction...........................................................................Jill Duffield

* Recessional Hymn:  No. 733 – We Are All One in Mission
es flog ein kleins waldvögelein

Voluntary:  Hymne d’action de grâce ‘Te Deum’............... Jean Langlais  (1907-1991)
John Alexander, organ



Today’s Worship Leaders

Jill Duffield, Senior Pastor
Newton Cowan, Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care

Erin Kesterson Bowers, Associate Pastor for Christian Formation
Lisa Witherspoon, Director of Children & Youth Ministry 

Charlotte Freeze, Lay Reader 
Maddie and Rebecca Faucher, Acolytes

John Alexander, Director of Music and Principal Organist
Rebecca Pugh, Assistant Organist

Chancel Choir

“When Morning Gilds the Skies”  Text: German Hymn; Music: Joseph Barnby.
“Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”  Text: Charles Wesley; Music: German folk melody.

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”  Text: William Williams; Music: John Hughes.
“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”  Text: Thomas Ken; Music: Geistliche Kirchengesäng.

“We Are All One in Mission”  Text: John Ernest Bode; Music: Arthur Henry Mann.

* Let us rise in body or spirit. 

Music reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net A-707283 and CCLI License 2924425.

First Presbyterian Church, 617 N. Elm St., Greensboro, NC 27401   •   336.373.0445   •   www.fpcgreensboro.org
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Catherine Freeze. Children’s Formation: Lorie Jones, Katie Rich. Church Officer Development: Graham Farless, Nancy Abrams. 
Communications: Ty Buckner, Jean Pinckard. Discipleship: Nancy Courts, Alice Moore. Finance: Dave Thompson, Hugh Williams. 
Hospitality: Bet Vanderwerff, Patrice Newman. Human Resources: Lisa Cook, Rhonda Youngdahl. Outreach: Rhonda Wakefield, 
Hoke Huss. Pastoral Care: Sheri Evans, Marshall Brown. Property: Sam Simpson, Jonathan Wade. Stewardship: Tom Gillespie, Sue 
Cole. Technology: Adrienne Woods, chair. Worship: Margaret Benjamin, Gay White. Nominating: Ross Harris, Andrew Spainhour. 
Appointments: Leigh Jones, Allison Cochran.



WE WELCOME YOU to the worship of God and to our community of faith. 

Rooted and reaching in Christ’s love, we seek to serve God as Spirit-led changemakers for good.  
Our vision is to be a caring, compassionate, and inclusive faith community welcoming those who  

seek an abundant relationship with Jesus Christ, meaningful worship, authentic connections,  
lifelong learning, and transformative service. We are continually growing and evolving, even  
as we remain strongly rooted in the Greensboro community and the Presbyterian tradition. 

Come as you are and prepare to be transformed by God’s love.

TAKING ATTENDANCE: The QR code, 
left, directs you to an online form; just 
open your smartphone camera, hold it 
over the code, and follow the prompts. If 
you do not have a smartphone, you can 
pick up a physical copy of an attendance 
card as you enter the Life Center or 

Sanctuary. If using the paper form, place it in the offering 
at the end of the service. On the back of the card is a 
prayer request form. Your submitted prayers will be prayed 
for by staff members and kept in strict confidence. 

NURSERY CARE IS PROVIDED for infants through age 4 
on the first floor of Mullin Life Center. Our Child Protection 
Policy helps ensure our care is safe, loving and appropriate.

WHAT TO DO – UNWELLNESS AND MEDICAL 
EMERGENCIES: If during the service you or someone 
near you begins to feel unwell, or is having a medical 
emergency please contact the closest usher.

FIND FIRST PRESBYTERIAN ON SOCIAL MEDIA – 
Members are sharing great photos, comments and 
more! Follow and Like us on Facebook    (search “First 
Presbyterian Church of Greensboro”), YouTube    
(“fpcgreensboro”) and Instagram    (“1stpresgso”) to get 
more of our posts in your newsfeed. 

PASTOR ON CALL: When church offices are closed 
and you have an emergency, call 336.908.8615. Leave a 
message with your phone number and the pastor on call 
will be in touch with you.

FOR MORE INFO ON CHURCH SCHOOL, UPCOMING 
SERVICES, AND OTHER EVENTS • Check out the “Coming 
Up” insert in your bulletin • Subscribe to our e-news and 
Sunday preview emails at fpcgreensboro.org/connect • 
Visit fpcgreensboro.org/events.  

WAYS TO GIVE: In addition to the in-
person offering, you may give by web, 
mail, or text. Scan the QR code (right) to 
give online. Mail your gift to the church 
at 617 N. Elm St., Greensboro, NC 27401. 
Go to fpcgreensboro.org/give/web-app-
text for instructions for giving via text.

THE LITURGICAL COLOR GREEN seen through the 
parament on the lectern and the pastors’ stoles signifies 
the season of “Ordinary Time.” This season is a time 
of spiritual growth when the scriptures about Jesus’ 
preaching, teaching and healings are read and proclaimed.

ABOUT TODAY’S FLOWERS: The chancel flowers are 
given to the glory of God and in memory of my father, 
William Thomas Barnett, by Mary Barnett Hale and her 
family. 

USHERS AND ACOLYTES NEEDED: Contact Anne Albert, 
aalbert@fpcgreensboro.org or 336.478.4711

JOIN US SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14 AT 11 AM for the 
filming of Halleluhah: Easter from First Presbyterian Church, 
a special worship service to be broadcast on ABC-TV. More 
info at fpcgreensboro.org/fpc-easter-tv.

IN MEMORIAM

Edward German Giraldo
February 3, 2026

Faith Irene Magas
January 17, 2026

Betty Stanford Morrow
January 16, 2026
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When Morning Gilds the Skies
CELEBRATING TIME

667

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: German hymn, c. 1800; trans. Edward Caswall, 1853, 1858, alt.
MUSIC: Joseph Barnby, 1868

LAUDES DOMINI
6.6.6.D

This is not just a morning hymn, though this excerpt from an English translation of an early 19th-century
German text may not convey how thoroughly the original deals with different kinds of time throughout the
day. The tune was composed as a setting for this English text.

6/4/13

667-when morning gilds.mus, Page 1
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Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
GOD’S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL

65

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: William Williams, 1762; stanza 1, trans. Peter Williams, 1771; stanzas 2–3, trans. William Williams, 1772
MUSIC: John Hughes, 1907

CWM RHONDDA
8.7.8.7.8.7.7

Few Welsh hymns are as well known or loved as this 18th-century text that did not gain its popular tune
until the early 20th century. In both its original text and in English translation, it is a stirring hymn of
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We All Are One in Mission
DISCIPLESHIP AND MISSION

733

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Rusty Edwards, 1985, alt.
MUSIC: Memmingen ms., 17th cent.; harm. George Ratcliffe Woodward, 1904
Text © 1986 Hope Publishing Company

ES FLOG EIN KLEINS WALDVÖGELEIN
7.6.7.6.D

A Lutheran pastor wrote this text in response to a bishop’s letter that said, “Our mission is to touch the lives
of others with Christ’s love.” This theme is made stronger by recognizing that shared purposes do not require
the denial of diversity but are enriched by it.

6/6/13
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