
We Assemble in God’s Name

Let us prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.

Voluntary:  Improvisation on “Grosser Gott”.......................Brenda Portman (b. 1980)
Rebecca Pugh, organ

Welcome & Announcements........................................................................ Jill Duffield

Nominating Committee Announcement.........................................Andrew Spainhour 

Call to Worship.........................................................................Erin Kesterson Bowers

Leader: 	� Who may worship in your sanctuary, Lord? 
Who may enter your presence on your holy hill?

All:	�� Those who live with integrity, 
who do what is right, 
and who speak the truth from sincere hearts.

Leader: 	� Who may worship in your sanctuary, Lord? 
Who may enter your presence on your holy hill?

All:	�� Those who despise sin, 
and honor those who follow God; 
those who keep their promises no matter what the cost.

Leader: 	� Such people will stand firm forever.
All:	�� May we be such people. Let us worship God!

* Processional Hymn:  No. 643 – Now Thank We All Our God.....................(see page 2)

february 1, 2026

11:00 a.m.

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
COMMUNION SUNDAY

First Presbyterian Church
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Now Thank We All Our God
THANKSGIVING

643

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Martin Rinkart, c. 1636; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1858, alt.
MUSIC: Johann Crüger, 1647; harm. Felix Mendelssohn, 1840

NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT
6.7.6.7.6.6.6.6

Although this hymn is often used on large and festive occasions, its Þrst two stanzas had much humbler
beginnings: they originated as a family table prayer during the Thirty Years’ War (1618–1648). These words
have been associated with this tune since the mid-17th century.

6/4/13

643-now thank we.mus, Page 1
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* Call to Confession and Prayer of Confession

God, all that you require of us is to do justice, love kindness, and journey 
humbly with you. We confess we fail in meeting your requirements. We 
participate in the oppression of our neighbors. We neglect compassion. We 
go our own way. Forgive us for fearing the risks of following you. Teach 
us to trust your will and help us to do what is pleasing in your sight. Give 
us the courage to do your justice, practice loving kindness and walk in 
humility with you. Amen.

A brief period of silence is observed for personal confession.

* Assurance of Pardon

* The Peace

Leader:   �Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
The peace of Christ be with you.

People:   	And also with you.

* Passing of the Peace

* Response to the Peace:  Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies........................ratisbon
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We Hear God’s Word

The Word Read:  Matthew 5:1-12...................................................... Margaret Benjamin 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. And he began to speak and taught them, 
saying:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will 
be filled.

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.”

Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
Congregation:  Thanks be to God.

A Moment of Godly Play for Children of All Ages....................... Lisa Witherspoon
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The Word Read:  Micah 6:1-8

Hear what the Lord says:
    Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
    and let the hills hear your voice.
Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord,
    and you enduring foundations of the earth,
for the Lord has a case against his people,
    and he will contend with Israel.

“O my people, what have I done to you?
    In what have I wearied you? Answer me!
For I brought you up from the land of Egypt
    and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and I sent before you Moses,
    Aaron, and Miriam.
O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
    what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
    that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.”

“With what shall I come before the Lord

    and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
    with calves a year old?
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
    with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
He has told you, O mortal, what is good,
    and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice and to love kindness
    and to walk humbly with your God?

Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
Congregation:  Thanks be to God.

The Word Proclaimed:  A Pastor’s Response...............................................Jill Duffield
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4/10/13

A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH

372O for a World

Everything longed for in this text is a reminder of how far our present world is from what God wants. Yet
this is not just wishful thinking; it is a call to action, a summons to participate in the fulÞllment of GodÕs
desire for all earth’s people to live in radical shalom.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Miriam Therese Winter, 1987
MUSIC: Carl Gotthelf Gläser, 1828; arr. Lowell Mason, 1839
Text © 1990 Medical Mission Sisters

AZMON
CM

371-new 372-o for.mus, Page 2
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We Respond to God’s Word

* Hymn of Response:  No. 372 – O for a World..................................................(see page 6)

Invitation to the Lord’s Table................................................................. Matt Bussell 

   Great Thanksgiving................................................................................... Jill Duffield 
	 Leader:	 �God of our weary years, 

God of our silent tears, … 
For as often as we eat of this bread 
and drink from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

	 All:	� Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

	 Leader:	 �Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, … 
And let the church say, Amen. 

	 All: 	� Amen.

	 Leader:	 �Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, … 
And let the church say, Amen. 

	 All:	� Amen.

	 Leader:	 �Join our prayers and praise … 
almighty Father, now and forever. 

	 All:	� Amen.

	 Leader:	� And now, with the confidence of the children of God, let us pray 
as Jesus taught us:

  The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name,
   thy kingdom come,
   thy will be done,
   on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
   and forgive us our debts,
   as we forgive our debtors;
   and lead us not into temptation,
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,
   and the power, and the glory,
      forever. Amen.
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  Words of Institution................................................................................ Matt Bussell

Prayer after Communion..............................................................................Jill Duffield

Call for the Offering................................................................................ Matt Bussell

You may also participate in the offering using the QR code on the back page  
of this bulletin. Information for giving by other options, including  

text, app, and regular mail, can be found there as well.

Offertory:  What Does the Lord Require?...................................Erik Nelson (b.1959)
Chancel Choir

What does the Lord require for praise and offering? 
What sacrifice, desire, or tribute bid you bring? 
To do justice; love mercy; and walk humbly with your God. 

Rulers of earth, here! Should you not justice know? 
Will God your pleading hear, while crime and cruelty grow? 
Then do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with your God. 

How shall our life fulfill God’s law so high? 
Let Christ endue our will with grace.

* Congregational Response:  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
lasst uns erfreuen
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* Prayer of Dedication............................................................................... Matt Bussell

* Charge and Benediction...........................................................................Jill Duffield

* Recessional Hymn:  No. 724 – O Jesus, I Have Promised............................. (se page 10)

Voluntary:  Praeludium in e minor.................................. Nicolas Bruhns (1665-1697)
John Alexander, organ

Today’s Worship Leaders

Jill Duffield, Senior Pastor
Erin Kesterson Bowers, Associate Pastor for Christian Formation

Matt Bussell, Associate Pastor for Outreach and Mission
Lisa Witherspoon, Director of Children & Youth Ministry 

Margaret Benjamin, Lay Reader 
Charlotte Freeze, Acolyte

John Alexander, Director of Music and Principal Organist
Rebecca Pugh, Assistant Organist

Chancel Choir

“Now Thank We All Our God”  Text: Martin Rinkart; Music: Johann Crüger.
“Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”  Text: Charles Wesley; Music: German folk melody.

“O for a World”  Text: Miriam Therese Winter; Music: Carl Gotthelf Gläser.
“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”  Text: Thomas Ken; Music: Geistliche Kirchengesäng.

“O Jesus, I Have Promised”  Text: John Ernest Bode; Music: Arthur Henry Mann.

* Let us rise in body or spirit. 

Music reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net A-707283 and CCLI License 2924425.

First Presbyterian Church, 617 N. Elm St., Greensboro, NC 27401   •   336.373.0445   •   www.fpcgreensboro.org

2025-2026 COMMITTEE CHAIRS, VICE CHAIRS: Adult Formation: John Sullivan, Lisa Ganem. Youth Formation: Layne King, 
Catherine Freeze. Children’s Formation: Lorie Jones, Katie Rich. Church Officer Development: Graham Farless, Nancy Abrams. 
Communications: Ty Buckner, Jean Pinckard. Discipleship: Nancy Courts, Alice Moore. Finance: Dave Thompson, Hugh Williams. 
Hospitality: Bet Vanderwerff, Patrice Newman. Human Resources: Lisa Cook, Rhonda Youngdahl. Outreach: Rhonda Wakefield, 
Hoke Huss. Pastoral Care: Sheri Evans, Marshall Brown. Property: Sam Simpson, Jonathan Wade. Stewardship: Tom Gillespie, Sue 
Cole. Technology: Adrienne Woods, chair. Worship: Margaret Benjamin, Gay White. Nominating: Ross Harris, Andrew Spainhour. 
Appointments: Leigh Jones, Allison Cochran.
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6/6/13

O Jesus, I Have Promised
DISCIPLESHIP AND MISSION

724

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: John Ernest Bode, 1866, alt.
MUSIC: Arthur Henry Mann, 1881

ANGEL’S STORY
7.6.7.6.D

(alternate tune: NYLAND, 725)

Written to highlight the promises made by the authorÕs daughter and two sons at their conÞrmation, this
text equally well recalls the promises of discipleship made in Baptism and in the ReafÞrmation of the
Baptismal Covenant. The tune was written for a text now unused.

724-o jesus i.mus, Page 1



WE WELCOME YOU to the worship of God and to our community of faith. 

Rooted and reaching in Christ’s love, we seek to serve God as Spirit-led changemakers for good.  
Our vision is to be a caring, compassionate, and inclusive faith community welcoming those who  

seek an abundant relationship with Jesus Christ, meaningful worship, authentic connections,  
lifelong learning, and transformative service. We are continually growing and evolving, even  
as we remain strongly rooted in the Greensboro community and the Presbyterian tradition. 

Come as you are and prepare to be transformed by God’s love.

TAKING ATTENDANCE: The QR code, 
left, directs you to an online form; just 
open your smartphone camera, hold it 
over the code, and follow the prompts. If 
you do not have a smartphone, you can 
pick up a physical copy of an attendance 
card as you enter the Life Center or 

Sanctuary. If using the paper form, place it in the offering 
at the end of the service. On the back of the card is a 
prayer request form. Your submitted prayers will be prayed 
for by staff members and kept in strict confidence. 

NURSERY CARE IS PROVIDED for infants through age 4 
on the first floor of Mullin Life Center. Our Child Protection 
Policy helps ensure our care is safe, loving and appropriate.

WHAT TO DO – UNWELLNESS AND MEDICAL 
EMERGENCIES: If during the service you or someone 
near you begins to feel unwell, or is having a medical 
emergency please contact the closest usher.

FIND FIRST PRESBYTERIAN ON SOCIAL MEDIA – 
Members are sharing great photos, comments and 
more! Follow and Like us on Facebook    (search “First 
Presbyterian Church of Greensboro”), YouTube    
(“fpcgreensboro”) and Instagram    (“1stpresgso”) to get 
more of our posts in your newsfeed. 

PASTOR ON CALL: When church offices are closed 
and you have an emergency, call 336.908.8615. Leave a 
message with your phone number and the pastor on call 
will be in touch with you.

FOR MORE INFO ON CHURCH SCHOOL, UPCOMING 
SERVICES, AND OTHER EVENTS • Check out the “Coming 
Up” insert in your bulletin • Subscribe to our e-news and 
Sunday preview emails at fpcgreensboro.org/connect • 
Visit fpcgreensboro.org/events.  

WAYS TO GIVE: In addition to the in-
person offering, you may give by web, 
mail, or text. Scan the QR code (right) to 
give online. Mail your gift to the church 
at 617 N. Elm St., Greensboro, NC 27401. 
Go to fpcgreensboro.org/give/web-app-
text for instructions for giving via text.

TODAY IS COMMUNION SUNDAY: All are welcome to the 
Lord’s table. Our Communion bread is gluten free. We pray 
that as Christ meets you here you will be refreshed for the 
journey and strengthened in faith.  

THE LITURGICAL COLOR GREEN seen through the 
parament on the lectern and the pastors’ stoles signifies 
the season of “Ordinary Time.” This season is a time 
of spiritual growth when the scriptures about Jesus’ 
preaching, teaching and healings are read and proclaimed.

ABOUT TODAY’S FLOWERS: The chancel flowers are 
given to the glory of God and in loving memory of David 
Olin by his wife, Julie, and family. 

FLOWER DATES AVAILABLE – Honor or remember a 
friend or family member by donating flowers for our 
Sunday morning Sanctuary worship service. The flowers 
are accompanied by a note in the bulletin explaining their 
significance. Dates available for 2026: April 5; May 3, 10, 
24 and 31; July 12 and 19; August 30; September 6 and 13; 
October 4; and December 13. Contact Carolyn Yow, 336-478-
4768 or cyow@fpcgreensboro.org.

JOIN US SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14 AT 11 AM for the 
filming of Halleluhah: Easter from First Presbyterian Church, 
a special worship service to be broadcast on ABC-TV. More 
info at fpcgreensboro.org/fpc-easter-tv.

USHERS AND ACOLYTES NEEDED: Contact Anne Albert, 
aalbert@fpcgreensboro.org or 336.478.4711.



FEBRUARY 1-8, 2026  |   Full calendar at FPCGREENSBORO.ORG

a t F i r s t P r e s b y t e r i a n
C O M I N G  U P

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4
•  ��YOUTH BREAKFAST 

CLUB: Two start times, 
7:15 am and then 8 am, to 
accommodate high school 
youth who go to school 
later. At Chick-fil-A on 
Pisgah Church Road. 

�•  ��FOOD DRIVE-BY: Drop off 
canned & non-perishable 
food for Urban Ministry, 11 
am to 1 pm on Elm Street.

�•  ��RSVP DEADLINE for 
Women of Faith Luncheon 
being held February 9. The 
topic will be Heart Health 
for Women. $10, RSVP at 
fpcgreensboro.org/sign-ups, 
at 336-478-4799, or in the 
Welcome Center.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
FEBRUARY 6 & 7
�•  ��MIDDLEFEST: About 150 

middle school singers 
will be here for a regional 
choral festival, rehearsing 
Friday night through 
Saturday and sharing a 
short concert Saturday 
afternoon for their families 
and classmates.

ALSO TODAY:
•  POSTPONED: Service of Installation of Erin Kesterson Bowers, as Associate Pastor for 
Christian Formation. The service will be reschedueld.
•  WEATHER PERMITTING: Youth Group: Games, bible study, food, & fun! Middle School, 
5-6 pm, dinner for MS & HS, 6-6:30 pm, High School, 6:30-7:30 pm.

NEXT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8

WORSHIP: �9 am Rejoice! and 11 am sanctuary  
services, Jill Duffield preaching.

CHURCH SCHOOL, 10 AM 

REV. FRANK DEW will reflect on his ministry, 
including serving as chaplaincy director at Urban 
Ministry and founding New Creation church. Come 
as You Are class, Garden Room.

PARENTS, HAPPINESS IS A VERY HIGH BAR. 
Watch & discuss the TED Talk, facilitated by Lisa 
Witherspoon in Faithful Families, Memorial 304.

CHRISTIANS WHO INFLUENCED AMERICA’S 
HISTORY, led by Sandie Gravett, continues in YMBC 
and Agape, Redhead Hall. 

CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY: Led by Gerard Davidson, 
continues in Seekers class, Main 125. 

YOUTH: Grab a doughnut, play some air hockey, 
chat about the week, and have a brief Bible lesson. 
Memorial 303.

SOUPER BOWL OF 
CARING: After the 11 am 
worship service, support 
our youth missions and 
local hunger relief. Have a 
bowl or several in the Life 
Center or get takeout.



LOVE FORWARD TOGETHER: A group will meet at the 
church on February 14 at 7:30 am to carpool and caravan 
to Raleigh for this march and rally in support of love, not 
hate; ending poverty, welcoming immigrants, supporting 
public education, and the religious values of mercy, grace, 
and empathy. Sponsored by Repairers of the Breach. Info: 
Rev. Matt Bussell, mbussell@fpcgreensboro.org.

BOOK CLUBS: THE BOOK OF GENESIS, facilitated by Neil 
Dunnavant, February 9 at 10:30 am and February 10 at 
1:30 pm, both in the Garden Room. In the Third Thursday 
Book Club, The Jackal’s Mistress by Chris Bohjalian. 
February 19, 6:30-7:30 pm in Myers Loyalty Room.

MAHJONG MONDAY: February 16, 10 am to noon in the 
solarium. Register by February 12.

YOUTH COHORT DINNERS: Sunday, February 22. Held 
In homes. Middle School, 5-6 pm. High School, 6-7 pm. 
Info: Nolan Chilton, nchilton@fpcgreensboro.org.

SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION Opens March 1 for 
Vacation Bible School and KDC Camp, being held July 
20-23. Look for our theme reveal soon!

BLOOD DRIVE, Thursday, March 11. The American 
Red Cross will be on campus 1:30 to 6 pm. Walk-ins 
welcome; you’ll finish faster if you make a reservation.

NEIL’S MEALS: Our next meal packaging with the Out 
of the Garden Project will be April 11 in the morning. 
Save the date and look for sign-ups!

LOOKING AHEAD

To RSVP for programs and events  
use the QR Code or go to  

fpcgreensboro.org/sign-ups.

READY FOR THE FILMING?

We will record an Easter service on 
Saturday, February 14, at 11 am to be 
shared on ABC-TV during Holy Week. 
Nursery available, cookies afterward. 
Wear your spring colors!

Easter from First 
Presbyterian Church

Rev. Erin Bowers will lead 
a Lenten exploration of 
Jesus’ life and ministry, 

Thursdays at noon, 
February 19 to March 

26, in the Garden Room.  
Erin will send materials 
in advance, so let her 

know if you’re planning 
to attend.

IMPOSITION 
OF ASHES

February 18. 9:30 am 
(Preschool Chapel) and 
6 pm in the sanctuary.

LENT BEGINS 
FEBRUARY 18


