FIRSTPRESBYTERIANCHURCH

JANUARY 11, 2026
11:00 a.m.
BAPTISM OF THE LORD

WE ASSEMBLE IN GoD’S NAME

Let us prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.

VOLUNTARY: Christ, unser Herr, zum Jordan kam
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

John Alexander, organ
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS....ccetteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeeeeeeeeeseeaeeeeeeeeeeeeeesseeseneeees Jill Duffield

CALL TO WORSHIP ...t e e e e e e eeeeeeeaeeens Erin Kesterson Bowers

Leader: When we pass through the cleansing waters of baptism
and the troubled waters of our lives, God declares:
All: I will be with you.

Leader: When we go through the fires that refine us and
the fires that threaten our livelihoods, God declares:
All: I will be with you.

Leader: Even when we travel to the far corners of the earth
or down into the depths of our souls, God declares:
All: I will be with you.

Leader: So come, let us worship God whose love never fails,
whose presence never leaves, whose mercies never end.

* PROCESSIONAL HYMN: No. 10 — Sing Glory to the Name of God....... LASST UNS ERFREUEN



* CALL TO CONFESSION and PRAYER OF CONFESSION

In the waters of baptism, O God,
you have cleansed us and claimed us.
Forgive us for refusing your grace
and rejecting your name.
We have followed our own paths,
and they have led us far from you.
Help us to live into our baptisms,
to trust that all we need is in you,
for you have marked us as your own,
loving us without limit.
Wash us with your love again,
that with clean hearts
we may go in the way of Jesus. Amen.

A brief period of silence is observed for personal confession.
* ASSURANCE OF PARDON

* THE PEACE

Leader: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

* PASSING OF THE PEACE

* RESPONSE TO THE PEACE: Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies....................... RATISBON
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WE HeEAR GoDp’s WORD

THE WORD READ: Matthew 3:13-17 ....uueeeueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeens Lisa McHenry

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by
him. John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by
you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now,
for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he
consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from
the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s
Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from the
heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

A MoMENT oF GopLY PLAY FOR CHILDREN OF ALL AGES.....ccovvveuveeneen. Lisa Witherspoon
ANTHEM: Take Me to the Water..........c..ccouveene... arranged by Alice Parker (1925-2023)
Stephanie Foley Davis, mezzo-soprano
Chancel Choir

Take me to the water to be baptized.
Wade in the water and be baptized.
Rest beside the water, restore my soul.
Drink the living water and never thirst.
Take me to the water to be baptized.

Tae WorDp READ: Isaiah 42:1-9

Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him,;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
He will not cry out or lift up his voice
or make it heard in the street;
a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth,
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

THE WORD READ continues, over



Thus says God, the Lorb,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
I am the Lorp; I have called you in righteousness;
I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
I am the Lorp; that is my name;
my glory I give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.
See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth,
I tell you of them.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

THE WORD PROCLAIMED ....eoieeeeeeeeeee et e e e e eeaeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaaanaeens Jill Duffield



WE REsPoND TO GoD’s WORD
* HymN oF RESPONSE: No. 286 — Breathe on Me, Breath of God................... TRENTHAM

FAFFIRMATION OF FATTH ..oooiieeeeee e Newton Cowan

I believe in God the Father Almighty,

Maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;

he descended into hell;

the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;

the holy catholic church;

the communion of saints;

the forgiveness of sins;

the resurrection of the body;

and the life everlasting. Amen.

— Traditional Apostles’ Creed

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
concluding with the Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory, forever.
Amen.



CALL FOR THE OFFERING

You may also participate in the offering using the QR code on the back page
of this bulletin. Information for giving by other options, including
text, app, and regular mail, can be found there as well.

OFFERTORY: Christ, When for Us Your Were Baptized
based on “Caithness” Scottish Psalter, 1635
arranged by Kenneth Lowenberg
Chancel Choir

Christ, when for us You were baptized, God’s Spirit on You came,
As peaceful as a dove and yet As urgent as a flame.

God called You “My beloved Son,” The suff’ring servant true,

Sent You the kingdom to proclaim, God’s holy will to do.
Straightway and steadfast until death You then obeyed God’s call
Freely as Son of Man to serve And give Your life for all.

Baptize us with Your Spirit, Lord, Your cross be signed,

That, likewise we May our freedom find.
— text: F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984)

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow
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* PRAYER OF DEDICATION.......uviiiiuiiiiitiieeceeeeteeeeeeeeeeetee e ereeeeveeeennee e Newton Cowan

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION ... e e e e eeea Jill Duffield



* RECESSIONAL HYMN: No. 320 — The Church of Christ in Every Age.................. WAREHAM

VOLUNTARY: Allegro maestoso e cum fuoco from Sonata no. 3
Alexandre Guilmant (1837-1911)

John Alexander, organ
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Topay’s WoRsHIP LEADERS

Jill Duffield, Senior Pastor
Erin Kesterson Bowers, Associate Pastor for Christian Formation
Newton Cowan, Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care

Lisa Witherspoon, Director of Children & Youth Ministry

Lisa McHenry, Lay Reader

Charlotte Freeze, Acolyte
John Alexander, Director of Music and Principal Organist
Rebecca Pugh, Assistant Organist
Stephanie Foley Davis, Mezzo-soprano
Chancel Choir

“Sing Glory to the Name of God” Text: David Gambrell; Music: Geisliche Kirchengesing.
“Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies” Text: Charles Wesley; Music: German folk melody.
“Breathe on Me, Breath of God” Text: Edwin Hatch; Music: Robert Jackson.
“Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow” Text: Thomas Ken; Music: Genevan Psalter.
“The Church of Christ in Every Age” Text: Fred Pratt Green; Music: William Knapp.

* Let us rise in body or spirit.

Music reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net A-707283 and CCLI License 2924425.

First Presbyterian Church, 617 N. EIm St., Greensboro, NC27401 - 336.373.0445 - www.fpcgreensboro.org

2025-2026 COMMITTEE CHAIRS, VICE CHAIRS: Adult Formation: John Sullivan, Lisa Ganem. Youth Formation: Layne King,
Catherine Freeze. Children’s Formation: Lorie Jones, Katie Rich. Church Officer Development: Graham Farless, Nancy Abrams.
Communications: Ty Buckner, Jean Pinckard. Discipleship: Nancy Courts, Alice Moore. Finance: Dave Thompson, Hugh Williams.
Hospitality: Bet Vanderwerff, Patrice Newman. Human Resources: Lisa Cook, Rhonda Youngdahl. Outreach: Rhonda Wakefield,
Hoke Huss. Pastoral Care: Sheri Evans, Marshall Brown. Property: Sam Simpson, Jonathan Wade. Stewardship: Tom Gillespie, Sue
Cole. Technology: Adrienne Woods, chair. Worship: Margaret Benjamin, Gay White. Nominating: Ross Harris, Andrew Spainhour.
Appointments: Leigh Jones, Allison Cochran.



WE WELCOME YOU to the worship of God and to our community of faith.

Rooted and reaching in Christ's love, we seek to serve God as Spirit-led changemakers for good.
Our vision is to be a caring, compassionate, and inclusive faith community welcoming those who
seek an abundant relationship with Jesus Christ, meaningful worship, authentic connections,
lifelong learning, and transformative service. We are continually growing and evolving, even
as we remain strongly rooted in the Greensboro community and the Presbyterian tradition.

Come as you are and prepare to be transformed by God's love.

TAKING ATTENDANCE: The QR code,
left, directs you to an online form; just
open your smartphone camera, hold it
over the code, and follow the prompts. If
you do not have a smartphone, you can
pick up a physical copy of an attendance
card as you enter the Life Center or
Sanctuary. If using the paper form, place it in the offering
at the end of the service. On the back of the card is a
prayer request form. Your submitted prayers will be prayed
for by staff members and kept in strict confidence.

NURSERY CARE IS PROVIDED for infants through age 4
on the first floor of Mullin Life Center. Our Child Protection
Policy helps ensure our care is safe, loving and appropriate.

WHAT TO DO - UNWELLNESS AND MEDICAL
EMERGENCIES: If during the service you or someone
near you begins to feel unwell, or is having a medical
emergency please contact the closest usher.

FIND FIRST PRESBYTERIAN ON SOCIAL MEDIA -
Members are sharing great photos, comments and

more! Follow and Like us on Facebook &3 (search “First
Presbyterian Church of Greensboro”), YouTube @
("fpcgreensboro”) and Instagram (@) (“1stpresgso’) to get
more of our posts in your newsfeed.

PASTOR ON CALL: When church offices are closed

and you have an emergency, call 336.908.8615. Leave a
message with your phone number and the pastor on call
will be in touch with you.

FOR MORE INFO ON CHURCH SCHOOL, UPCOMING
SERVICES, AND OTHER EVENTS - Check out the “Coming
Up"insert in your bulletin « Subscribe to our e-news and
Sunday preview emails at fpcgreensboro.org/connect -
Visit fpcgreensboro.org/events.

WAYS TO GIVE: In addition to the in-
person offering, you may give by web,
mail, or text. Scan the QR code (right) to
give online. Mail your gift to the church

at 617 N. Elm St,, Greensboro, NC 27401.
Go to fpcgreensboro.org/give/web-app-
text for instructions for giving via text.

ABOUT TODAY’S FLOWERS: The chancel flowers are
given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Ellen
Austin Williamson by Glenn and Katy Williamson and
family.

ABOUT THIS MORNING'S ROSEBUD - A rosebud in the
Rejoicel and sanctuary services celebrates the birth of
Charles Keith “Tripp” Stamey lIl. Born January 1, 2026, he is
the son of Chaz and Annie Stamey. The family resides at
1703 Independence Road, Greensboro, N.C. 27408.

THE LITURGICAL COLOR WHITE seen through the
parament on the lectern and the pastors’stoles signifies
the redemptive work of Jesus Christ.

FLOWER DATES AVAILABLE - Honor or remember a
friend or family member by donating flowers for our
Sunday morning Sanctuary worship service. The flowers
are accompanied by a note in the bulletin explaining their
significance. Dates available for 2026: April 5, May 3, 10,
24.and 31, July 12 and 19; August 30; September 6 and 13;
October 4; and December 13. Contact Carolyn Yow, 336-478-
4768 or cyow@fpcgreensboro.org.

FLU & COVID SEASON IS HERE! Let’s take care of each
other by staying home or masking and maintaining a safe
distance if we have any symptoms. Many thanks!

USHERS AND ACOLYTES NEEDED: Contact Anne Albert,
aalbert@fpcgreensboro.org or 336.478.4711.



10  Sing Glory to the Name of God

(Psalm 29)
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This sweeping paraphrase of Psalm 29 conveys a sense of the Jewish reverence for the sheer power of God’s
name, regarded as too holy for mortal tongues to pronounce. In keeping with its appointment for Trinity
Sunday, the final stanza gives the psalm a Christian interpretation.

TEXT: David Gambrell, 2009

MUSIC: Geistliche Kirchengesang, 1623, alt.; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906
Text © 2011 David Gambrell (admin. Presbyterian Publishing Corp.)

LASST UNS ERFREUEN
LM with alleluias
(this tune in a higher key, 327)
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Breathe on Me, Breath of God 286
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1 Breathe on me, Breath of God; fill me with life a - new,
2 Breathe on me, Breath of God, un-til my heart is pure,

3 Breathe on me, Breath of God, till I am whol - ly thine,
4 Breathe me, Breath of God, so shall I nev - er die,
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that I may love what thou dost love, and do what thou wouldst do.
un - til with thee I will one will, to do and to en - dure.

un - til this earth-ly  part of me glows with thy fire di - vine.
but live with thee the per-fect life of thine e - ter - ni - ty.
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In both Hebrew and Greek, the words for “spirit” can equally well be translated as “breath” or “wind,” so it

is very appropriate to address the Holy Spirit as the “Breath of God.” This tune by an English organist has
become the customary one in North American hymnals.

TEXT: Edwin Hatch, 1878

TRENTHAM
MUSIC: Robert Jackson, 1888
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320 The Church of Christ in Every Age
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In this challenging text by a British Methodist minister, the odd-numbered stanzas develop the image of
“the servant church,” while the second surveys the many needs and the fourth describes the true source of
strength for the task.

TEXT: Fred Pratt Green, 1969 WAREHAM
MUSIC: William Knapp, 1738 LM
Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company



