FIRSTPRESBYTERIANCHURCH

NOVEMBER 30, 2025
11:00 a.m.
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

WE ASSEMBLE IN GoD’s NAME

Let us prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.
Please silence your cell phone as worship begins.

VOLUNTARY: Wachet auf ....coovvveveeeeeeeeeeeiiiieeeeeeeeaans Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
John Alexander, organ

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS.....eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeseaaaaans Newton Cowan

* CALL TO WORSHIP AND LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH .......ueee......... Will Edwards

Leader: The prophet Isaiah calls to us from the past to imagine the
future when God’s reign will be fully realized and recognized
throughout creation. When that time comes, God “shall judge
between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they
shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more.”

All: Today, we choose to live in hope, believing that the time of
God’s reign has come and is coming among us.

Leader: We light this candle of hope as a sign of our promise to follow
the Light as we answer God’s call to transform our hope into
reality today and in the days to come.

* PROCESSIONAL HYMN: No. 97 — Watchman, Tell Us of the Night ............... SEE PAGE 2
ABERYSTWYTH



Watchman, Tell Us of the Night
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1 Watch-man, tell us of the night, what its signs of prom-ise are.
2 Watch-man, tell us of the night; high-er yet that star as-cends.
3 Watch-man, tell us of the night, for the morn-ing seems to dawn.
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Trav-eler, whata  won-drous sight: see that glo-ry-beam-ing star.
Trav-eler, bless-ed - ness and light, peace and truth its course por - tends.
Trav-eler, shad-ows take their flight; doubt and ter-ror are with-drawn.
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Watch-man, you may

Watch-man, does its beau—teous ray news of joy or

Watch-man, will its beamsa - lone gild the spot that
has-ten to
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gave them birth?
qui - et home.

—— r'g%ﬁgﬂt
%WT r -

S
ﬂz

*May be sung antiphonally.
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Trav-eler, yes; it brings the day, prom-ised day of Is-ra - el
Trav-eler, a-ges are its own; see, it bursts o’er all the earth.
Trav-eler, we re - joice to-day, for Em - man-u - el has come!
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This unusual dialogue hymn alternates between the voice of a traveler and that of a watchman, setting up an
exchange that creates parallels between the coming of dawn and the birth of Christ. The tune is named for a
Welsh town whose name means “mouth of the bending river.”

TEXT: John Bowring, 1825, alt.
MUSIC: Joseph Parry, 1876

ABERYSTWYTH
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* CALL TO CONFESSION and PRAYER OF CONFESSION ................. Erin Kesterson Bowers

God of the future,

you are coming in power to bring all nations under your rule.
We confess that we have not expected your kingdom,

for we live casual lives, ignoring your promised judgement.

We accept lies as truth,

exploit neighbors,

abuse the earth,

and refuse your justice and peace.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Grant us wisdom to welcome your way,

and to seek things that will endure

when Christ comes to judge the world. Amen.

A brief period of silence is observed for personal confession.
* ASSURANCE OF PARDON

* THE PEACE

Leader: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

* PASSING OF THE PEACE

* RESPONSE TO THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON: Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending
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WE HEAR Gobp’s WORD
THE WORD READ: Maitthew 24:36-A4 ........ueeeueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeereenenn, Robby Hassell

“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were,
so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in the days before the
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage,
until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the
flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the
Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will
be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and
one will be left. Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day
your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have
stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore
you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do
not expect.”

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

A MoMENT oF GODLY PLAY FOR CHILDREN OF ALL AGES...ccvveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeveeenn. Anne Albert



Tue WorD READ: Isaiah 2:1-5

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In days to come
the mountain of the Lorp’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lorp,
to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction
and the word of the Lorp from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lorb!

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

THE WORD PROCLAIMED: Are We There Yet? .......oouueeeeeeeeeeeeeieieeeeeeeeaeaae Newton Cowan

WE REsponND TO GoD’s WORD

* HYyMN OF RESPONSE: No. 373 — O Day of Peace ..........ccccvveeecvveeeecieeeeeinen, SEE PAGE 6
JERUSALEM



373 O Day of Peace
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love, de-liv-ered from our self - ish schemes. May swords of hate
graze, a lit - tle child shall lead them all. Then en - e-mies
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grace our war-ring world shall see Christ's prom-ised reign of peace.
peace shall be ful- filled, for all the earth shall know the Lord.

Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

This text on peace was created to offer non-nationalistic words for a popular British tune. The first stanza
depicts pax, a mode of peace focused on ending conflict, and the second (based on Isaiah 11:6-9) describes
shalom, the condition of living in harmony and mutual good will.

TEXT: Carl P. Daw Jr., 1982 JERUSALEM
MUSIC: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1916; harm. Charles H. Webb, 1987 LMD
Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company

Music Melody © 1916, 1944, this Arr. © 1977 Roberton Publications (admin. Goodmusic Publishing Ltd.)

Music Harm. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House (admin. The Copyright Company)



AN 12 YT () R 0l TN it (P Matt Bussell

In life and in death we belong to God.

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit,

we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel,
whom alone we worship and serve.

We trust in Jesus Christ,

Fully human, fully God.

Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:

preaching good news to the poor

and release to the captives,

teaching by word and deed

and blessing the children,

healing the sick

and binding up the brokenhearted,

eating with outcasts,

forgiving sinners,

and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.

Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition,

Jesus was crucified,

suffering the depths of human pain

and giving his life for the sins of the world.

God raised this Jesus from the dead,

vindicating his sinless life,

breaking the power of sin and evil,

delivering us from death to life eternal. Amen.
— from A Brief Statement of Faith

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
concluding with the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

CALL FOR THE OFFERING

You may also participate in the offering using the QR code on the back page
of this bulletin. Information for giving by other options, including
text and regular mail, can be found there as well.



OFFERTORY: Keep Your Lamps........cccoeeveeveevreeeneeereeereeeneenn, arr. André Thomas (b. 1952)
Chancel Choir

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
the time is drawing nigh.

Children, don’t get weary,
Children, don’t get weary,
Children, don’t get weary
‘til your work is done.

Christian, journey soon be over,
Christian, journey soon be over,
Christian, journey soon be over,
The time is drawing nigh.

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
LASST UNS ERFREUEN
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* PRAYER OF DEDICATION ... . eeeeeeee e e e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeeeeeeeeeeeeaas Matt Bussell
* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION ...euuueeieeee et e e e eeeeeeeeens Newton Cowan

* RECESSIONAL HYMN: No. 377 — I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
SEE PAGES 10 AND 11
HOUSTON

VOLUNTARY: I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ................. John Behnke (b.1953)

John Alexander, organ

TobpaY’s WORSHIP LEADERS

Newton Cowan, Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care
Erin Kesterson Bowers, Associate Pastor for Christian Formation
Matt Bussell, Associate Pastor for Outreach and Mission
Anne Albert, Director of Worship
Robby Hassell, Lay Reader
Charlotte Freeze, Acolyte
John Alexander, Director of Music and Principal Organist
Will Edwards, Director of Music for Rejoice! and AV Support
Rebecca Pugh, Assistant Organist
Chancel Choir

“Watchman, Tell Us of the Night” Text: John Bowring; Music: Joseph Parry.
“Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending” Text: Charles Wesley; Music: Thomas Olivers.
“O Day of Peace” Text: Carl P. Daw; Music: C. Hubert H. Parry.
“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” Text: Thomas Ken; Music: Geistliche Kirchengesing.
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” Text and music: Kathleen Thomerson.

* Let us rise in body or spirit.
Music reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net A-707283 and CCLI License 2924425.

First Presbyterian Church, 617 N. Elm St., Greensboro, NC 27401 - 336.373.0445 - www.fpcgreensboro.org

2025-2026 COMMITTEE CHAIRS, VICE CHAIRS: Adult Formation: John Sullivan, Lisa Ganem. Youth Formation: Layne King,
Catherine Freeze. Children’s Formation: Lorie Jones, Katie Rich. Church Officer Development: Graham Farless, Nancy Abrams.
Communications: Ty Buckner, Jean Pinckard. Discipleship: Nancy Courts, Alice Moore. Finance: Dave Thompson, Hugh Williams.
Hospitality: Bet Vanderwerff, Patrice Newman. Human Resources: Lisa Cook, Rhonda Youngdahl. Outreach: Rhonda Wakefield,
Hoke Huss. Pastoral Care: Sheri Evans, Marshall Brown. Property: Sam Simpson, Jonathan Wade. Stewardship: Tom Gillespie, Sue
Cole. Technology: Adrienne Woods, chair. Worship: Margaret Benjamin, Gay White. Nominating: Ross Harris, Andrew Spainhour.
Appointments: Leigh Jones, Allison Cochran.



377 IWantto Walk as a Child of the Light
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show me the way to the Fa - ther. In him there is
shall know the joy of Je - sus.
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The author-composer of this unrhymed hymn regards it as a meditation and prayer deeply rooted in many
scriptures, most connected with the theme of light: Genesis 1:17; Psalm 139:12; Isaiah 60:19; Malachi 4:2;
John 14:8; Ephesians 5:8; Hebrews 12:1-2; 1 John 1:5; Revelation 21:23.

TEXT and MUSIC: Kathleen Thomerson, 1966
Text and Music © 1970, 1975 Celebration

HOUSTON
10.7.10.8 with refrain

10
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THIS MORNING WE BEGIN THE
SEASON OF ADVENT, a time of
preparation for God's gift of Christ
to our world. We light the first
candle of Advent at the beginning
of this morning's service. During
Advent we actively prepare for and

anticipate the coming of Jesus into our world.
While the culture busies itself for Christmas,
we as Christians reflect upon the need for the
Christ child in our lives as we anticipate Christ's
birth with excitement and awareness anew.

OUR ADVENT SYMBOLS INCLUDE:

¥irst wneL
E'][I acJu-'ent.

- The color blue of the paraments and pastors’
stoles reminds us of our joyful anticipation
as we sing songs of waiting, hear stories and

scriptures of preparation, and ready ourselves
for the birth of the One who was sent to give
us the gift of new life.

« The advent wreath: its greenery symbolizing eternal life;

« The four blue candles are lit to remind us of the light of
Christ that we are to bear into the world;

« The white Christ candle that is lit on Christmas eve is a
reminder that Christ is the light to the world.

‘r extra ordinary advent

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3

« WOMEN OF FAITH CHRISTMAS
COMMUNION SERVICE
Coffee and fellowship, 11 am
in the Virginia Gilmer Room;
Communion service at noon in
the sanctuary.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4

« SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE
Noon, sanctuary.
Pastoral Care offers a time of
solace amid grief and loss for
anyone who seeks it.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7

+ SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT
AND COMMUNION SUNDAY
9 am Rejoice! & 11 am
Sanctuary.
Readings: Matthew 3:1-12 and
Isaiah 11:1-10.

« ALITTLE ADVENT MUSIC:
MESSIAH SING-A-LONG
5 pm, sanctuary.
No rehearsal, just come and
sing!

TUESDAYS, DECEMBER 9 AND 23

« MIDWEEK WORSHIP
5-5:30 pm in the Life Center with our Hot
Dish & Hope guests.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14
« THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
9 am Rejoice! & 11 am Sanctuary.

Readings: Luke 1:46b-55 and Isaiah 35:1-10.

« ALITTLE ADVENT MUSIC: GRIMSLEY
MADRIGAL SINGERS, CAROLING AND
COCOA
5 pm, sanctuary.

No admission, donation accepted.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21

« FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT
9 am Rejoice! & 11 am Sanctuary.
Readings: Matthew 1:18-25 and Isaiah
7:10-16.

« ALITTLE ADVENT MUSIC: A FESTIVAL OF
NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS
5 pm, sanctuary.
This beautiful service combines short
scripture readings with carols and
anthems. Handbell prelude at 4:30 pm.
Nursery will open at 4:15 pm. Free.

CHRISTMAS EVE,

DECEMBER 24

« FAMILY NATIVITY SERVICE,
10am.

+ CANDLELIGHT &
COMMUNION SERVICE at
5:30 pm.

« YOUTH-LED
CANDLELIGHT
& COMMUNION SERVICE
at11 pm.

CHRISTMAS DAY,

DECEMBER 25

« ONE SERVICE, 10 am,
sanctuary.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28

« ONE SERVICE, 10 am,
sanctuary.

N
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FPCGREENSBOR0.ORG/ADVENT




WE WELCOME YOU to the worship of God and to our community of faith.

Rooted and reaching in Christ's love, we seek to serve God as Spirit-led changemakers for good.
Our vision is to be a caring, compassionate, and inclusive faith community welcoming those who
seek an abundant relationship with Jesus Christ, meaningful worship, authentic connections,
lifelong learning, and transformative service. We are continually growing and evolving, even
as we remain strongly rooted in the Greensboro community and the Presbyterian tradition.

Come as you are and prepare to be transformed by God’s love.

TAKING ATTENDANCE: The OR code,
left, directs you to an online form; just
open your smartphone camera, hold it
over the code, and follow the prompts. If
you do not have a smartphone, you can
pick up a physical copy of an attendance
card as you enter the Life Center or
Sanctuary. If using the paper form, place it in the offering
at the end of the service. On the back of the card is a
prayer request form. Your submitted prayers will be prayed
for by staff members and kept in strict confidence.

NURSERY CARE IS PROVIDED for infants through age 4
on the first floor of Mullin Life Center. Our Child Protection
Policy helps ensure our care is safe, loving and appropriate.

WHAT TO DO - UNWELLNESS AND MEDICAL
EMERGENCIES: If during the service you or someone
near you begins to feel unwell, or is having a medical
emergency please contact the closest usher.

FIND FIRST PRESBYTERIAN ON SOCIAL MEDIA -
Members are sharing great photos, comments and

more! Follow and Like us on Facebook & (search “First
Presbyterian Church of Greensboro”), YouTube @
(“fpegreensboro”) and Instagram (@) (“1stpresgso”) to get
more of our posts in your newsfeed.

USHERS AND ACOLYTES NEEDED: Contact Anne Albert,
aalbert@fpcgreensboro.org or 336.478.4711.

PASTOR ON CALL: When church offices are closed

and you have an emergency, call 336.908.8615. Leave a
message with your phone number and the pastor on call
will be in touch with you.

FOR MORE INFO ON CHURCH SCHOOL, UPCOMING
SERVICES, AND OTHER EVENTS - Check out the “Coming
Up”insert in your bulletin « Subscribe to our e-news and
Sunday preview emails at fpcgreensboro.org/connect
Visit fpcgreensboro.org/events.

WAYS TO GIVE: In addition to the in-
person offering, you may give by mail,
web, or text. Scan the QR code (right)

to give online. Go to fpcgreensboro.
org/give/web-app-text for instructions
for giving via text. Mail your gift to the
church at 617 N. EIm St., Greensboro, NC
27401.

ABOUT TODAY’S FLOWERS: The chancel flowers are
given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Perky
(N. Perkinson Hayes, Jr.) by Nancy and his family.

KNOW SOMEONE WHO CAN SPOT A LEADER?

The Appointments Committee needs your help.

Who would you like to see on your next Nominating
Committee? Nominating creates the slate of elders you
elect each spring to help govern our church. You have
the opportunity to elect ten members of Nominating
(another five are selected by our governing Session). The
committee should reflect our congregation’s gender, age
and experience. Send your suggestions to Debby Foster,
dfoster@fpcgreensboro.org, by December 19.

USHERS AND ACOLYTES NEEDED: Contact Anne Albert,
aalbert@fpcgreensboro.org or 336.478.4711.

FLOWER DATES AVAILABLE - Honor or remember a
friend or family member by donating flowers for our
Sunday morning Sanctuary worship service. The flowers
are accompanied by a note in the bulletin explaining
their significance. Dates available for 2026: January 4 and
11, February 8; March 1 and 22; April 5; May 3, 10, 24 and 31;
July 5,12 and 19; August 2 and 30; September 6, 13, 20 and
27: October 4 and 18; November 1 and 29; and December

6 and 13. Contact Carolyn Yow, 336-478-4768 or cyow@
fpcgreensboro.org.




IN MEMORIAM

Roy Mangum Phipps, Jr.
November 24, 1944 — May 23, 2025

Roy Phipps lived a full life grounded in faith, giving in love and support for his family and
friends, and dedicated in service to his profession, his community, and his church.

Roy M. Phipps, Jr. was born and raised in Rocky Mount, North Carolina. An early life on
the farmlands of the East in the evolving times of post-World War Il South imbued in Roy
a sense of work, wonder, and acquiring wisdom, while the experiences of living through
both adversity and opportunity would equip him with both endurance and a nimble ability
to respond to challenges and change. That endurance and nimble adaptability would also
equip Roy in the course of one of his acquired passions, the game of golf, which mirrored
and channeled lessons of life, skill, and luck.

The foundation established through family on a Nash County farm would serve him well
as he matriculated to Duke University for college, and then to Chapel Hill where he would
receive an MBA from UNC in 1968. It was during his time at Duke that a fortuitous chance
encounter would chart a pathway of happy fate as he and the love of his life, Betty K., would
meet, marry, and build a future together, with a family that expanded to include their two
daughters, Carolyn and Geni.

Opportunities led the Phipps to Greensboro, where Roy enjoyed a lengthy career in
management with Burlington Industries and with Highlands Industries/Tanaka, with a brief
stint in New Jersey along the way. In addition to homes in Kirkwood and Latham Park, they
found a church home for decades at First Presbyterian Church, where Roy served several
roles as elder, committee chair, and as a leader in the Young Men'’s Bible Class.

Roy is survived by his wife, Betty K.; his daughters and their spouses, Carolyn (Chris), and
Geni (Cory); and three beloved grandchildren.

The Session of First Presbyterian Church offers its condolences to Roy’s family and gives
thanks for his full abundant life and enrichment to our faith community.

— The Session of First Presbyterian Church




Reminders

THURSDAY WEDNESDAY

4 EXTRAORDINARY ADVENT

ATFIRSTPRESBYTERIAN

NOVEMBER 30 - DECEMBER 6, 2025

TODAY: Peacehaven Farm will be in the Welcome Center 9:30 -
12:30 with crafts that would make great gifts & stocking
stuffers. Pick up the Songs for the Waiting devotional for
adults, and Silent Night activity books for kids.

FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT

Youth Breakfast Club: Come

at 7:15 or 8 am, depending on
when you go to school. At Chick-
Fil-A on Pisgah Church Road.

Free Moms at UNCG: Offer support
and hugs to students amid finals,

CHRISTMAS COMMUMNION SERVICE

11 am -1 pm. Can't go? Send treats Take a break from making the season
& notes — we ran out of both last magical for your family. Coffee &
month! Info: Lisa Witherspoon, fellowship, 11 am in the Virginia
LWITHERSPOON@FPCGREENSBORO.ORG. Gilmer Room. Service at noon.

Food Drive-by: Drop off canned & other nonperishable food for Urban
Ministry, 11 am - 1 pm on Elm Street in front of Redhead Hall.

A service for Cold weather needs:
Update — Drop off only
men’s clothes, and gear
such as tents, hand
warmers, tarps, etc,, in
the Welcome Center.

Hepe 'E- ngr-m!-rnn..—,:, anYOne Seeking
Hope 4 .
. comfort amid
loss and grief.

‘ Y' Noon, sanctuary.

FRIDAY

Tuesday - Faith Action children’s gifts are due in the Welcome Center. Last day to
order Memorial & Honor gifts for poinsettias or hunger ministries and be listed in
the booklet. Forms on campus or go to FPCGREENSBORO.ORG/SIGN-UPS.

Wednesday — Last day to RSVP for the Women of Faith Christmas Luncheon on
December 8. FPCGREENSBORO.ORG/SIGN-UPS, 336-478-4799, or in the Welcome Center.



Look for special messages on our social media this

Generosity Tuesday, December 2. As we work to balance

the budget at the close of the year, please make a gift

of thanks for the past 12 months of FPC's ministry!

See the full season at

o,
:F eX tra o I’C! f na ry d d vent FPCGREENSBORO.ORG/ADVENT

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT, DECEMBER 7

Communion will be served in both services, Kids Disciple Club Christmas
and Jill Duffield will preach. Party: Grades 3-5 meet at 3 pm, Life
Center.

Church School: How the Gospels Came

to Be, led by Samuel Moss, Garden Room;
How Presbyterians are Different from Baptists,
Methodists, Lutherans, Episcopalians & More, 5pm
led by Neil Dunnavant, Redhead Hall; and } / ? o
Christian Theology led by Gerard Davidson, } !(i& ld{f .;7
Main 125. Youth, Memorial 303; Confirmands,

Memorial 300. Advent Family Sunday School Sﬂ{j‘[{{ﬁ Ifj

for parents & children, Life Center.

—— AlLittle Advent Music —

ADVENT OUTREACH

Come see the Replenish the Hunger

human trees at
our annual mega
Food Drive-by

in memory of
Associate Pastor
Dolly Jacobs. Our
goal is 2K pounds!
December 17, 11
am-1 pm in front
of Redhead Hall.

Fund: Make a donation
to help with costs of
Christmas gift cards for
guests ... Purchase honor
cards in the Welcome
Center, $5 each ... Make a
Memorial or Honor gift,
forms on campus or go

tO FPCGREENSBORO.ORG/
SIGN-UPS.




