
Voluntary:  Chorale Fantasia on ‘Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern’    	
Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707)

John Alexander, organ

Welcome & Announcements	  Jill Duffield

*  Call to Worship	 Mary Louise Bringle
Leader: 	� When the morning stars together their Creator’s glory sang, 

then the angel host all shouted till with joy the heavens rang.
All:	� So we bring our gift of music; touch our lips and tune our hearts. 

Teach our minds and train our senses; fit us for these sacred arts.

* Hymn:  No 689 – When the Morning Stars Together	 weisse flagen
Text: Albert F. Bayly / Music: German melody

Prayer for Illumination 	 Bonnie McAlister

hymn festival
First Presbyterian Church, 

Greensboro
November 24, 2024 – 11:00 a.m.
REIGN OF CHRIST SUNDAY 



Scripture Reading:  2 Samuel 23:1-7	
Now these are the last words of David:

The oracle of David, son of Jesse,
    the oracle of the man whom God exalted,
the anointed of the God of Jacob,
    the favorite of the Strong One of Israel:

The spirit of the Lord speaks through me;
    his word is upon my tongue.
The God of Israel has spoken;
    the Rock of Israel has said to me:
“One who rules over people justly,
    ruling in the fear of God,
is like the light of morning,
    like the sun rising on a cloudless morning,
    gleaming from the rain on the grassy land.”

Is not my house like this with God?
    For he has made with me an everlasting covenant,
    ordered in all things and secure.
Will he not cause to prosper
    all my help and my desire?
But the godless are all like thorns that are thrown away,
    for they cannot be picked up with the hand;
to touch them one uses an iron bar
    or the shaft of a spear.
    And they are entirely consumed in fire on the spot. 

			        				             Leader:    This is the Word of the Lord.
							               People:    Thanks be to God.

Reflection		  Mary Louise Bringle



FIRST MOVEMENT: 
The Light Is Breaking

*  Intonation:  Rise to Sing! The Light Is Breaking	 pethel 
Text: Mary Louise Bringle / Music: William P. Rowan

VERSE 1:  Please see the insert

A Moment for Children	 Mary Louise Bringle

* Hymn:  No 192 – Lord, the Light of Your Love Is Shining	 shine, jesus shine
Text and Music: Graham Kendrick

Reflection

* Hymn:  No 800 – Sometimes a Light Surprises	 salley gardens
Text: William Cowper / Music: Irish folk melody

SECOND MOVEMENT: 
Christ Arises

Reflection		  Mary Louise Bringle

*  Intonation:  Rise to Sing! The Light Is Breaking	 pethel 
Text: Mary Louise Bringle / Music: William P. Rowan

VERSE 2: Please see the insert

Reflection		

* Hymn:  No 238 – Thine Is the Glory	 .judas maccabeus
Text: Edmund Louis Budry / Music: George Frederick Handel

* Hymn:  No 251 – Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia	 jmfurahini, haleluya
Text: Bernard Kyamanywa / Music: Tanzanian melody



Call for the Offering	 Jill Duffield
You may also participate in the offering using the QR code on the back page 

of this bulletin. Information for giving by other options, including 
text, app, and regular mail, can be found there as well.

Offertory:  O filii et filiae     	 Pierre Dandrieu (1682-1738)
John Alexander, organ

*  Conregational Response:  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
lasst uns erfreuen

Text: Thomas Ken / Music: Geistliche Kirchengesäng



Pastoral Prayer and Prayer of Dedication 	
       [concluding with the Lord’s Prayer]:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name,
   thy kingdom come,
   thy will be done,
   on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
   and forgive us our debts,
   as we forgive our debtors;
   and lead us not into temptation,
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,
   and the power, and the glory,
      forever. Amen.

THIRD MOVEMENT: 
New Creation

Reflection		  Mary Louise Bringle

*  Intonation:  Rise to Sing! The Light Is Breaking	 pethel 
Text: Mary Louise Bringle / Music: William P. Rowan

VERSE 3: Please see the insert 

Reflection		  Mary Louise Bringle



*  Hymn:  Personent Hodie for Easter and the Reign of Christ	 personent hodie
MLB © 2024 GIA Publications

*  Hymn:  No 384 – Soon and Very Soon	 Soon and Very Soon
Text and Music: Andraé Crouch

Reflection

*Hymn of Sending:  Rise to Sing! The Light Is Breaking	 pethel 
Text: Mary Louise Bringle / Music: William P. Rowan

Please see the insert 



*  Benediction	 Jill Duffield

Voluntary:  Final from Symphony no. 1    	 Louis Vierne (1870-1937)
John Alexander, organ

Today’s Worship Leaders
Jill Duffield, Senior Pastor

Mary Louise Bringle, Professor of Religious Studies/Coordinator  
of the Integrated Studies Major (Brevard College)

John Alexander, Director of Music and Principal Organist

Will Edwards, Director of Music for Rejoice! 

Bonnie McAlister, Lay Reader

Rejoice Ensemble

Chancel Choir

* Let us rise in body or spirit

 Music reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net A-707283 and CCLI License 2924425.
“Rise to Sing! The Light Is Breaking” is reprinted here courtesy of GIA Publications. 

TODAY’S HYMN FESTIVAL:  MUSIC AND THE ARTS WEEKEND CONTINUES
As we continue to celebrate our 200th Anniversary, this morning’s worship service highlights the 
role of music ministry in our church for the last two centuries. Inspiring hymns, excellent choral 
leadership and superb organ-playing have been hallmarks of First Presbyterian Church, Greensboro.  
This weekend we have celebrated Music and the Arts through an organ and brass concert Friday 
evening; an organ and harpsichord history and crawl on Saturday; and beautiful choral music 
offered by our UNCG colleagues on Saturday evening. Please join us this afternoon as we will host 
a community Messiah sing-along at 5 pm in the sanctuary with orchestra, soloists, and leadership 
from the Chancel Choir. We have been richly blessed by the musical talent and resources of our 
congregation and staff and we are delighted to continue to share these gifts with our church and 
community this weekend.



TAKING ATTENDANCE: The QR code, 
left, directs you to an online form; just 
open your smartphone camera, hold it 
over the code, and follow the prompts. 
If you do not have a smartphone, 
you can pick up a physical copy of an 

attendance card as you enter the Life Center or Sanctuary. 
If using the paper form, place it in the offering at the end 
of the service. On the back of the card is a prayer request 
form. Your submitted prayers will be prayed for by staff 
members and kept in strict confidence. 

NURSERY CARE IS PROVIDED for infants through age 4 
on the first floor of Mullin Life Center. Our Child Protection 
Policy helps ensure our care is safe, loving and appropriate.

WHAT TO DO – UNWELLNESS AND MEDICAL 
EMERGENCIES: If during the service you or someone who 
is with you begins to feel unwell, or is having a medical 
emergency; or if you notice someone else having a 
medical event; please contact the closest usher, who can 
assist in the situation.

PASTOR ON CALL: When church offices are closed 
and you have an emergency, call 336.908.8615. Leave a 
message with your phone number and the pastor on call 
will be in touch with you. 

PARKING MINISTRY: This ministry helps members with 
mobility issues get from their cars to the sanctuary for the 
11 am service on Sundays. Two volunteers work on Greene 
Street 10:30-11:15 am. Passengers may be dropped off 
at the Greene Street door and will be escorted into the 
sanctuary. Drivers will be directed to a reserved space 
as needed. One volunteer is needed after the service 
until 12:15 pm. Want to help? Choose a Sunday at 
fpcgreensboro.org/signup. 

MARY LOUISE “MEL” BRINGLE sang in children’s choir 
under Frank Pethel at First Presbyterian both of her 
parents taught Sunday school classes here. Currently, she 
is Professor of Philosophy and Religious Studies and chair 
of the Humanities Division at Brevard College. A teacher 
at heart and a theologian by training, with a Ph.D. from 
Emory University, she began writing hymn texts in 1999. 
She has won a number of international hymn-writing 
competitions, and her texts and translations are included 
in publications from numerous denominations. She has 
served as President of The Hymn Society and chair of the 
committee to create Glory to God, the new hymnal for the 
Presbyterian Church USA.

THE LITURGICAL COLOR WHITE seen through the 
parament on the lectern and the pastors’ stoles signifies the 
redemptive work of Jesus Christ.

ABOUT TODAY’S FLOWERS: The chancel flowers are 
given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Perky 
(N. Perkinson Hayes, Jr.) by Nancy and his family.

WAYS TO GIVE: In addition to the 
in-person offering, you may also give 
by mail, web, app, or text. Scan the QR 
code to the left to make a pledge, or 
scan the QR code to the right to give to 
the offering online. You can also go to 
fpcgreensboro.org/give/web-app-text 
to download the FellowshipOne Giving mobile app (Apple 

 or Android  ) and for instructions for giving via text. 
You may also mail your gift to the church at 617 N. Elm St., 
Greensboro, NC 27401. Go to fpcgreensboro.org/give for 
more ways to give.

FOR MORE INFO ON CHURCH SCHOOL, UPCOMING 
SERVICES, AND OTHER EVENTS • Check out the “Coming 
Up” insert in your bulletin • Subscribe to our e-news and 
Sunday preview emails at fpcgreensboro.org/connect • 
Visit fpcgreensboro.org/events. 

WE WELCOME YOU to the worship of God and to our community of faith. 
We are a church of growing disciples believing that worship 

is at the center of all we are and do as Christians.

We seek to be God’s changemakers for good in the world.  
FPC is a Matthew 25 church, and our creation care and hunger 

ministries have been recognized by the Presbyterian Church USA.
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When the Morning Stars Together
DEDICATION AND STEWARDSHIP

689

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Albert F. Bayly, 1966, alt.
MUSIC: German melody; harm. Tochter Sion, 1741
Text © 1966 Oxford University Press

WEISSE FLAGGEN
8.7.8.7.D

Opening with imagery from Job 38:7, this text celebrates the role of music in worship from earliest times to
the present. It is set to a German tune that may have originated as a folk melody. The tune name, German
for Òwhite ßags,Ó comes from one of the early texts set to it.

689-when the morning.mus, Page 1
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6/6/13

When the Morning Stars Together
DEDICATION AND STEWARDSHIP

689

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Albert F. Bayly, 1966, alt.
MUSIC: German melody; harm. Tochter Sion, 1741
Text © 1966 Oxford University Press

WEISSE FLAGGEN
8.7.8.7.D

Opening with imagery from Job 38:7, this text celebrates the role of music in worship from earliest times to
the present. It is set to a German tune that may have originated as a folk melody. The tune name, German
for Òwhite ßags,Ó comes from one of the early texts set to it.
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Lord, the Light of Your Love
Is Shining

Shine, Jesus, Shine

JESUS CHRIST: LIFE

192

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT and MUSIC: Graham Kendrick, 1987
Text and Music © 1987 Make Way Music (admin. Music Services)

    SHINE, JESUS, SHINE
Irregular

While the reference to Jesus as the Light of the world (John 8:12, 9:5) can be understood generally, this hymn
is perhaps best understood as a response to the TransÞguration (Matthew 17:1Ð8/Mark 9:2Ð8/Luke 9:28Ð36).
This is the most popular of the author/composerÕs many songs. 

192-lord the light.mus, Page 1
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Lord, the Light of Your Love
Is Shining

Shine, Jesus, Shine

JESUS CHRIST: LIFE

192

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT and MUSIC: Graham Kendrick, 1987
Text and Music © 1987 Make Way Music (admin. Music Services)

    SHINE, JESUS, SHINE
Irregular

While the reference to Jesus as the Light of the world (John 8:12, 9:5) can be understood generally, this hymn
is perhaps best understood as a response to the TransÞguration (Matthew 17:1Ð8/Mark 9:2Ð8/Luke 9:28Ð36).
This is the most popular of the author/composerÕs many songs. 
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Sometimes a Light Surprises
LAMENT AND LONGING FOR HEALING

800

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: William Cowper, 1779, alt.
MUSIC: Irish folk melody; arr. Alfred V. Fedak, 2011
Music Arr. © 2011 Alfred V. Fedak

SALLEY GARDENS
7.6.7.6.D

This is one of the few hymns rooted in what can happen during worship, and that experience—gaining a
spiritual insight while singing—is no less possible now than when this text was written in the 18th century.
It is set here to a folk song variously labeled Irish or English.
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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MUSIC: Irish folk melody; arr. Alfred V. Fedak, 2011
Music Arr. © 2011 Alfred V. Fedak

SALLEY GARDENS
7.6.7.6.D

This is one of the few hymns rooted in what can happen during worship, and that experience—gaining a
spiritual insight while singing—is no less possible now than when this text was written in the 18th century.
It is set here to a folk song variously labeled Irish or English.
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Thine Is the Glory
JESUS CHRIST: RESURRECTION

238

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Edmond Louis Budry, 1884; trans. R. Birch Hoyle, 1923, alt.
MUSIC: George Frederick Handel, 1748

JUDAS MACCABEUS
5.5.6.5.6.5.6.5 with refrain

This Easter text, Þrst in French and later in English, was written to Þt the music, a chorus created for HandelÕs
oratorio Joshua and moved to Judas Maccabeus in 1751. It grew widely popular following its use at the First
Assembly of the World Council of Churches in 1948.

238-thine 239-good.mus, Page 1
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JESUS CHRIST: RESURRECTION
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Edmond Louis Budry, 1884; trans. R. Birch Hoyle, 1923, alt.
MUSIC: George Frederick Handel, 1748

JUDAS MACCABEUS
5.5.6.5.6.5.6.5 with refrain

This Easter text, Þrst in French and later in English, was written to Þt the music, a chorus created for HandelÕs
oratorio Joshua and moved to Judas Maccabeus in 1751. It grew widely popular following its use at the First
Assembly of the World Council of Churches in 1948.
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TEXT: Edmond Louis Budry, 1884; trans. R. Birch Hoyle, 1923, alt.
MUSIC: George Frederick Handel, 1748

JUDAS MACCABEUS
5.5.6.5.6.5.6.5 with refrain

This Easter text, Þrst in French and later in English, was written to Þt the music, a chorus created for HandelÕs
oratorio Joshua and moved to Judas Maccabeus in 1751. It grew widely popular following its use at the First
Assembly of the World Council of Churches in 1948.
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JESUS CHRIST: RESURRECTION

239Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing!

This 20th-century Easter text is both a song of encouragement (stanzas 1–3 directed to the congregation) and
a song of praise (stanza 4 addressed to the risen Christ), all ending with joyous alleluias. It was written
speciÞcally for the dancelike 17th-century tune found here.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Cyril A. Alington, 1931, alt.
MUSIC: Melchior Vulpius, 1609; harm. Pilgrim Hymnal, 1958
Text © 1958, ren. 1986 Hymns Ancient & Modern (admin. Hope Publishing Company)

GELOBT SEI GOTT
8.8.8 with alleluias

238-thine 239-good.mus, Page 2
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Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia
JESUS CHRIST: RESURRECTION

251

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Bernard Kyamanywa, 1966; trans. Howard S. Olson, 1969
MUSIC: Tanzanian melody
Text © 1977 Howard S. Olson (admin. Augsburg Fortress)

MFURAHINI, HALELUYA
9.9.9.9 with refrain

The good news of the Resurrection is retold in this lively hymn from Tanzania, blending 20th-century words
with a traditional melody. In African call-and-response practice, the stanzas would ordinarily be sung by a
soloist or small group and the refrain by the whole congregation.

251-christ has arisen-427.mus, Page 1
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Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia
JESUS CHRIST: RESURRECTION

251

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Bernard Kyamanywa, 1966; trans. Howard S. Olson, 1969
MUSIC: Tanzanian melody
Text © 1977 Howard S. Olson (admin. Augsburg Fortress)

MFURAHINI, HALELUYA
9.9.9.9 with refrain

The good news of the Resurrection is retold in this lively hymn from Tanzania, blending 20th-century words
with a traditional melody. In African call-and-response practice, the stanzas would ordinarily be sung by a
soloist or small group and the refrain by the whole congregation.
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Soon and Very Soon
A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH

384

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT and MUSIC: Andraé Crouch, 1976
Text and Music © 1976 Crouch Music and Bud John Songs (admin. EMICMGPublishing.com)

SOON AND VERY SOON
12.12.12 with refrain 

This spirited African American gospel hymn draws on John’s vision of the new heaven and the new earth in 
Revelation 21:3–4, with its wonderful promise that God will wipe away the tears from all eyes, that death will
be no longer, and that there will be no more mourning or pain.
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