
First Presbyterian Church

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight and Communion Service

December 24, 2024  •  5:30 p.m.

617 North Elm Street, Greensboro, North Carolina   •   fpcgreensboro.org



We Assemble in God’s Name

Voluntary:  Carols of the Season
John Alexander, organ

Welcome...............................................................................................Jill Duffield

Call to Worship and Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Matt Bussell and Rebekah Diehl

Leader: 	� For unto us a child was born, 
For this world … Jesus, who is Christ our Lord.

All:	�� Salvation was proclaimed, 
Hope and freedom for all were promised.

Leader: 	� Jesus, Christ our Lord, meet us this day, 
For we wait on you. 
Renew the joy of our salvation.

(Silence is observed. The Advent candles are lit.)

All:	�� Jesus, Christ our Lord,  
With your salvation, transform this world.

* Congregational Carol:  No. 133 – O Come, All Ye Faithful........ adeste fideles
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* Call to Confession and Prayer of Confession 

Leader: 	� O God, you search us out and know us, 
and all that we are is open to you. 
We confess that we have sinned.

All:	�� In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us.

Leader: 	� When we make no room for Christ, 
and fail to welcome him into our lives,

All:	�� In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us.

Leader: 	� When we follow shooting stars 
and squander our gifts in Herod's court,

All:	�� In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us.

Leader: 	� When we seek to cut down those  
who might rise above us,

All:	�� In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us.

Leader: 	� When we sanitize your birth place 
and erase from memory the poor and displaced,

All:	�� In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us.

Leader: 	� When we sing sweet sentiments over Christ's birth, 
and fail to rejoice over his everyday presence,

All:	�� In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us.

Leader: 	� We turn to you, O Christ, 
perfect union of Spirit and flesh;

All:	�� We renounce evil; 
We claim your love; 
We pray to be made whole.

* Assurance of Pardon 

* The Peace 
Leader:   �Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

The peace of Christ be with you.
People:   	And also with you.



* Congregational Response:  Angels We Have Heard on High............... gloria



We Hear God’s Word

First Scripture Lesson:  Isaiah 9:2-7....................................Bonnie McAlister 
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
Congregation:  Thanks be to God.

Anthem:  A Great and Mighty Wonder.............. Michael Praetorius (1571-1621)	
arranged by James Whitbourn (b. 1963)

Chancel Choir
A great and mighty wonder, a full and holy cure.
The virgin bears the infant with virgin honour pure.
Repeat the hymn again! “To God on high be glory, and peace on earth to men!”

The Word becomes incarnate and yet remains on high.
And cherubim sing anthems to shepherds from the sky.
Repeat the hymn again! “To God on high be glory, and peace on earth to men!”

While thus they sing your monarch, those bright angelic bands, 
rejoice, ye vales and mountains, ye oceans clap your hands.
Repeat the hymn again! “To God on high be glory, and peace on earth to men!”

Since all he comes to ransom, by all be he adored,
The infant born in Bethl’em the Saviour and the Lord. Repeat the hymn again! 
“To God on high be glory, and peace on earth to men!”

Second Scripture Lesson:  Luke 2:1-14
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
Congregation:  Thanks be to God.

Sermon..................................................................................................Jill Duffield 



We Respond to God’s Word

* Carol of Response:  No. 145 – What Child Is This?........................ greensleeves

Invitation to the Lord’s Table.....................................................Jill Duffield 

   Great Thanksgiving.....................................................................Matt Bussell
	 One:	 �The Lord be with you. 
	 Many:	� And also with you.
	 One:	 �Lift up your hearts. 
	 Many: 	� We lift them up to the Lord.
	 One:	 �Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
	 Many:	� It is right to give our thanks and praise.

	 One:	 �We remember how Christ came – from the vast expanses of  
heaven to a world that barely made room for him, 
fragile and vulnerable and tiny – …  Therefore we join our voices  
with the choirs of heaven and with all the faithful of every 
time and place who forever praise God’s name:

Great Thanksgiving continues, over



We Respond to God’s Word

* Carol of Response:  No. 145 – What Child Is This?........................ greensleeves

Invitation to the Lord’s Table.....................................................Jill Duffield 

   Great Thanksgiving.....................................................................Matt Bussell
	 One:	 �The Lord be with you. 
	 Many:	� And also with you.
	 One:	 �Lift up your hearts. 
	 Many: 	� We lift them up to the Lord.
	 One:	 �Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
	 Many:	� It is right to give our thanks and praise.

	 One:	 �We remember how Christ came – from the vast expanses of  
heaven to a world that barely made room for him, 
fragile and vulnerable and tiny – …  Therefore we join our voices  
with the choirs of heaven and with all the faithful of every 
time and place who forever praise God’s name:

Great Thanksgiving continues, over

	 One:	 �We remember too, Christ of the upper room, gathered with his 
friends … We remember with pain Christ’s body broken, 
and with wild joy his rising again, and with faithful hope 
await his return. Proclaiming the mystery of faith:

	 One:	 �Light of the world, we give thanks that you came among us, with 
healing in your touch, compassion in your voice, and grace in your 
power … and we would meet each other in heaven’s light, and call 
each other beloved as you do us.

	 One:	 �Holy Spirit, presence of Christ in and among us,  
Rest yourself in these gifts of bread and cup that they may be  
sure signs of God’s love for us, forgiveness and life abundant …  
And now we join together in the prayer Christ himself has taught  
us, saying

   The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



   Words of Institution....................................................................Jill Duffield

   Communion of the People
We invite all who trust in the Lord, including children, to receive communion. 
Communion will be served by intinction (dipping a piece of bread in the cup) 

in the front of the sanctuary. The ushers will release you row by row to be served. 
If you are unable to come forward please raise your hand and an elder will come to you. 

All of our breads are gluten free.

   Communion Music:  On Christmas Night............................ arr. Philip Ledger
Chancel Choir

On Christmas night all Christians sing,
To hear the news the angels bring-
News of great joy, news of great mirth,
News of our merciful King’s birth.

Then why should all on earth be so sad,
Since our redeemer made us glad,
When from our sin he set us free,
All for to gain our liberty?

When sin departs before his grace,
Then life and health come in its place;
Angels with all and with joy may sing,
All for to see the newborn King.

All out of darkness we have light,
Which made the angels sing this night:
‘Glory to God and peace to all,
Now and forevermore, Amen.’

Prayer after Communion...............................................................Matt Bussell

Call for the Offering
You may also participate in the offering by giving online at fpcgreensboro.org/give  
or by mailing your gift to the church at 617 N. Elm St., Greensboro, NC 27401.



Offertory:  Come Adore the Humble King............arr. Matt Boswell, Matt Papa
Rejoice Ensemble

Come adore the humble King
Lowly in the manger
Fall before His majesty
Hail the little Savior
Hope, what hope no tongue could tell
God has come with us to dwell
His name is Emmanuel
O praise the humble King

Come adore in humble state
He the song of angels
Join the wise who call His name
And with all creation
Who, oh, who would condescend
God unknown now calls us friend
Love that none could comprehend
O praise the humble King

Come adore the King who came
To our world to save us
Born to heal our prideful race
Crown us with forgiveness
Fall, oh fall, before the one
Who in mercy left His throne
Christ the Lord, God’s only Son
His glories now we sing
O praise the humble King

Come adore, come adore
Come adore the King
Bow before, come adore
The Name above all names [Repeat]

* Congregational Response:  Angels From the Realms of Glory
regent square



Prayer of Dedication

Celebration of the Light..............................................................Jill Duffield
As ushers light candles from the Christ Candle, they will share that 
light with people on the end of each pew.  We ask that you share the 
light of Christ with the person sitting next to you (by holding your candle 
upright and the person next to you tilting their candle to the one lit), until 
everyone is holding the light of Christ.

	
	 * Congregational Carol: Silent Night, Holy Night.......... stille nacht

After the Chancel Choir sings a verse of “Stille Nacht”,
the congregation is invited to begin singing “Silent Night.”

 

Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht, 
Alles schläft, einsam wacht,
Nur das traute hochheiliger Paar,
Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh’
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh’.

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; 
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light; 
radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; 
with the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!



* Benediction......................................................................................Jill Duffield

* Congregational Carol:  No. 134 – Joy to the World!........................antioch

Voluntary:  Sortie sur ‘Adeste Fideles’............. Pierre Cochereau (1924-1984)
John Alexander, organ

* Let us rise in body or spirit.

Cover image: “Adoration of the Child,” Gerard van Honthorst (1592–1656), circa 1620.  
Height 95.5 cm (37.5 in); width 131 cm (51.5 in). Oil on canvas, collection of Uffizi Gallery, Florence, Italy. 

 Music reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net A-707283 and CCLI License 2924425



Welcome

We are grateful that the Spirit has led you to spend Christmas Eve with us. 
Retreats, special classes, and programs for children & youth 

are coming as we continue our 200th year! 

Children of all ages are welcome in the sanctuary.   
Special Christmas Eve worship bags are provided and do not need to be returned. 

Christmas Morning, Wednesday, December 25
and Sunday, December 29 

One service: 10 a.m. worship in the Sanctuary. Children of all ages are welcome  
in the sanctuary, and worship activity bags are available at the entrances.  

Holy Communion

We invite all who trust in the Lord, including children, to receive communion. 
Communion will be served by intinction (dipping a piece of bread in the cup) 

in the front of the sanctuary. The ushers will release you row by row to be served. 
If you are unable to come forward please raise your hand and an elder will come to you. 

All of our breads are gluten free.

This Evening’s Worship Leaders

Jill Duffield, Senior Pastor 
Matt Bussell, Associate Pastor for Outreach and Mission

Bonnie McAlister, Lay Reader 
John Alexander, Director of Music Ministry and Principal Organist

Will Edwards, Director of Music for Rejoice! 
Rejoice! Ensemble

Chancel Choir

www.fpcgreensboro.org
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O Come, All Ye Faithful
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

133

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: John Francis Wade, c. 1743; trans. Frederick Oakeley, 1841, alt.
MUSIC: John Francis Wade, c. 1743; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906

ADESTE FIDELES
Irregular

From its Roman Catholic origins, this 18th-century hymn has spread to worldwide use by many
denominations in both Latin and vernacular versions. Once popular with a wide range of hymn texts,
this tune is now Þrmly associated with this Christmas text from which it is named.

6/20/13

133-o come all-321.mus, Page 1
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What Child Is This
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

145

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: William Chatterton Dix, 1871
MUSIC: English ballad, 16th cent.; arr. Christmas Carols New and Old, 1871

GREENSLEEVES
8.7.8.7.6.8.6.7

This Victorian text gains scope and power by having the original second halves of stanzas two and three
restored. They give a stark forward glimpse of what lies ahead for this “babe, the son of Mary!” The tune is
much older, dating from Tudor England.

145-what child is.mus, Page 1
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Joy to the World
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

134

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Isaac Watts, 1719, alt.
MUSIC: Attr. George Frederick Handel, 1742; arr. Lowell Mason, 1836

ANTIOCH
CM with repeat

(alternate tune: RICHMOND, 266)

While Isaac Watts did not write this text strictly for Christmas use, he did purposely cast his paraphrase of
Psalm 98:4–9 in Christian terms, titling it “The Messiah’s coming and kingdom.” So “the Lord” here is Jesus
Christ, rather than the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

134-joy to the.mus, Page 1


