
First Presbyterian Church
617 North Elm Street, Greensboro, North Carolina   •   fpcgreensboro.org

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight and Communion Service

December 24, 2024  •  11:00 p.m.



We Assemble in God’s Name

Voluntary:  Carols of the Season
John Alexander, organ

Welcome...............................................................................................Jill Duffield

Call to Worship........................................................... Mary Katherine Faucher
	

Leader: 	� For unto us a child was born, 
For this world … Jesus, who is Christ our Lord.

All:	�� Salvation was proclaimed, 
Hope and freedom for all were promised.

Leader: 	� Jesus, Christ our Lord, meet us this day, 
For we wait on you. 
Renew the joy of our salvation.

(Silence is observed. The Christ candle is lit.)

All:	�� Jesus, Christ our Lord,  
With your salvation, transform this world.

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight and Communion Service

December 24, 2024  •  11:00 p.m.



* Congregational Carol:  No. 133 – O Come, All Ye Faithful........ adeste fideles

* Call to Confession and Prayer of Confession...................Newton Cowan 
Leader: 	� O God, you search us out and know us, 

and all that we are is open to you. 
We confess that we have sinned.

All:	�� In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us.

Leader: 	� When we make no room for Christ, 
and fail to welcome him into our lives,

All:	�� In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us.

Leader: 	� When we follow shooting stars 
and squander our gifts in Herod’s court,

All:	�� In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us.

Leader: 	� When we seek to cut down those  
who might rise above us,

All:	�� In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us.

Leader: 	� When we sanitize your birth place 
and erase from memory the poor and displaced,

All:	�� In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us.

Leader: 	� When we sing sweet sentiments over Christ’s birth, 
and fail to rejoice over his everyday presence,

All:	�� In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us.

Leader: 	� We turn to you, O Christ, 
perfect union of Spirit and flesh;

All:	�� We renounce evil; 
We claim your love; 
We pray to be made whole.



* Assurance of Pardon 

* The Peace 
Leader:   �Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

The peace of Christ be with you.
People:   	And also with you.

* Congregational Response:  No. 113 – Angels We Have Heard on High
gloria

We Hear God’s Word

First Scripture Lesson:  Isaiah 9:2-7
Reader: Audrey Faucher

Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
Congregation:  Thanks be to God.

Second Scripture Lesson:  Luke 2:1-14
Readers: Campbell Kirkland and Sarah Cochrane

Readers:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
Congregation:  Thanks be to God.

Sermon..................................................................................................Jill Duffield 



We Respond to God’s Word

* Carol of Response:  No. 145 – What Child Is This?....................... greensleeves

Invitation to the Lord’s Table.....................................................Jill Duffield 

   Great Thanksgiving............................................................... Newton Cowan
	 One:	 �The Lord be with you. 
	 Many:	� And also with you.
	 One:	 �Lift up your hearts. 
	 Many: 	� We lift them up to the Lord.
	 One:	 �Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
	 Many:	� It is right to give our thanks and praise.

	 One:	 �We remember how Christ came – from the vast expanses of  
heaven to a world that barely made room for him, 
fragile and vulnerable and tiny – …  Therefore we join our voices  
with the choirs of heaven and with all the faithful of every 
time and place who forever praise God’s name:

Great Thanksgiving continues, over



	 One:	 �We remember too, Christ of the upper room, gathered with his 
friends … We remember with pain Christ’s body broken, 
and with wild joy his rising again, and with faithful hope 
await his return. Proclaiming the mystery of faith:

	 One:	 �Light of the world, we give thanks that you came among us, with 
healing in your touch, compassion in your voice, and grace in your 
power … and we would meet each other in heaven’s light, and call 
each other beloved as you do us.

	 One:	 �Holy Spirit, presence of Christ in and among us,  
Rest yourself in these gifts of bread and cup that they may be  
sure signs of God’s love for us, forgiveness and life abundant …  
And now we join together in the prayer Christ himself has taught  
us, saying

   The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



   Words of Institution.................................................................... Jill Duffield

   Communion of the People
We invite all who trust in the Lord, including children, to receive communion.  
Communion will be served by intinction (dipping a piece of bread in the cup)  

in the front of the sanctuary. The ushers will release you row by row to be served.  
If you are unable to come forward please raise your hand and an elder will come to you.  

All of our breads are gluten free.

   Communion Music:  Carols of the Season

Prayer after Communion..........................................................Newton Cowan

Call for the Offering
You may also participate in the offering by giving online at fpcgreensboro.org/give  
or by mailing your gift to the church at 617 N. Elm St., Greensboro, NC 27401.

Offertory:  Carols of the Season



* Congregational Response:  Angels From the Realms of Glory
regent square

Prayer of Dedication.......................................................... Catherine Faircloth

Celebration of the Light.............................................................. Jill Duffield
As ushers light candles from the Christ Candle, they will share 

that light with people on the end of each pew.  
We ask that you share the light of Christ with the person sitting 

next to you (by holding your candle upright and the person 
next to you tilting their candle to the one lit), until everyone 

is holding the light of Christ.

	 Night of Silence.........................................................................Daniel Kantor
           Youth Choir Ensemble



	 * Congregational Carol: Silent Night, Holy Night.......... stille nacht
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; 
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light; 
radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; 
with the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!

* Benediction......................................................................................Jill Duffield

* Congregational Carol:  No. 134 – Joy to the World!........................antioch

Voluntary:  Toccata from Symphony no. V.......Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937)
John Alexander, organ

* Let us rise in body or spirit.



Cover image: “Birth of Christ ” by Bernardo Daddi (1290-1348), circa 1325-1350.  
Part of the left panel of a triptych, oil on panel; collection of the Scottish National gallery. 

This Evening’s Worship Leaders

Jill Duffield 
Senior Pastor 

Newton Cowan
Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care   

John Alexander
Director of Music Ministry and Principal Organist

Will Edwards
Director of Music for Rejoice!

Anne Albert
Director of Worship



Youth Participants
Readers

Sarah Cochrane
Catherine Faircloth

Audrey Faucher
Mary Katherine Faucher

Campbell Kirkland

Ushers
Gretchen Cimino

Cece Hunt
Elliott Kirkland
Chase Oakley

Drew King
Hodges King
Hailey Nixon

Millie Stuckert
Taylor Stuckert
Isabel Walker

Communion Elders
Winston Cimino 

Mac Faircloth
Sydney Hunt 
Sarah Parrish 

Macy McAlister

Youth Choir Ensemble
Jackie Albert
Lizzie Albert

De’Nique Byron
Audrey Faucher

Mary Katherine Faucher
Sebastian Upton

Zoë Upton
Emily Witherspoon



Welcome

We are grateful that the Spirit has led you to spend Christmas Eve with us. 
Retreats, special classes, and programs for children & youth 

are coming as we continue our 200th year! 

Children of all ages are welcome in the sanctuary.   
Special Christmas Eve worship bags are provided 

and do not need to be returned. 

Christmas Morning, Wednesday, December 25
and Sunday, December 29 

One service: 10 a.m. worship in the Sanctuary. Children of all ages are welcome  
in the sanctuary, and worship activity bags are available at the entrances.  

Holy Communion
We invite all who trust in the Lord, including children, to receive communion. 
Communion will be served by intinction (dipping a piece of bread in the cup) 

in the front of the sanctuary. The ushers will release you row by row to be served. 
If you are unable to come forward please raise your hand and an elder will come to you. 

All of our breads are gluten free.

www.fpcgreensboro.org

 Music reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net A-707283 and CCLI License 2924425
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O Come, All Ye Faithful
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

133

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: John Francis Wade, c. 1743; trans. Frederick Oakeley, 1841, alt.
MUSIC: John Francis Wade, c. 1743; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906

ADESTE FIDELES
Irregular

From its Roman Catholic origins, this 18th-century hymn has spread to worldwide use by many
denominations in both Latin and vernacular versions. Once popular with a wide range of hymn texts,
this tune is now Þrmly associated with this Christmas text from which it is named.

6/20/13

133-o come all-321.mus, Page 1
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Angels We Have Heard on High
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

113

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: French carol; trans. James Chadwick, 1860, alt.
MUSIC: French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes, 1937
Music © 1937, ren. 1965 H. Augustine Smith Jr.
    (admin. Fleming H. Revell Company, a div. of Baker Publishing Group) 

GLORIA
7.7.7.7 with refrain

This French carol probably dates from the 1700s, though it was not printed until the following century. 
Because it uses a vernacular language for the narrative stanzas and Latin for the refrain, it belongs to a
special category called “macaronic” or mixed-language texts.

113-angels 114-away.mus, Page 1
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JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

114Away in a Manger

This anonymous carol probably originated among Pennsylvania Lutherans in the late 19th century, giving
rise to a mistaken assertion that it had been written by Martin Luther. This tune is also by an American but
has become the one usually used in Canada and Great Britain.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Stanzas 1–2, Little Children’s Book for Schools and Families, c. 1885;
    stanza 3, Gabriel’s Vineyard Songs, 1892
MUSIC: William James Kirkpatrick, 1895

CRADLE SONG
11.11.11.11

(alternate tune: MUELLER, 115)

113-angels 114-away.mus, Page 2
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What Child Is This
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

145

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: William Chatterton Dix, 1871
MUSIC: English ballad, 16th cent.; arr. Christmas Carols New and Old, 1871

GREENSLEEVES
8.7.8.7.6.8.6.7

This Victorian text gains scope and power by having the original second halves of stanzas two and three
restored. They give a stark forward glimpse of what lies ahead for this “babe, the son of Mary!” The tune is
much older, dating from Tudor England.

145-what child is.mus, Page 1
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Joy to the World
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

134

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Isaac Watts, 1719, alt.
MUSIC: Attr. George Frederick Handel, 1742; arr. Lowell Mason, 1836

ANTIOCH
CM with repeat

(alternate tune: RICHMOND, 266)

While Isaac Watts did not write this text strictly for Christmas use, he did purposely cast his paraphrase of
Psalm 98:4–9 in Christian terms, titling it “The Messiah’s coming and kingdom.” So “the Lord” here is Jesus
Christ, rather than the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
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