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CuristMmAs EVE
Candlelight and Communion Service

December 24,2024 + 11:00 p.m.

WE ASSEMBLE IN GoD’s NAME

VoLuNTARY: Carols of the Season
John Alexander, organ

WELCOME ...ttt ettt ettt ettt ns s ens Jill Duffield

CALL TO WORSHIP ...t Mary Katherine Faucher

Leader: For unto us a child was born,

For this world ... Jesus, who is Christ our Lord.
All: Salvation was proclaimed,

Hope and freedom for all were promised.

Leader: Jesus, Christ our Lord, meet us this day,
For we wait on you.
Renew the joy of our salvation.

(Silence is observed. The Christ candle is lit.)
All: Jesus, Christ our Lord,

With your salvation, transform this world.



* CoNGREGATIONAL CARrOL: No. 133 - O Come, All Ye Faithful

* CALL TO CONFESSION and PRAYER OF CONFESSION......uvvne......

Leader:

All:
Leader:

All:
Leader:

All:
Leader:

All:
Leader:

All:
Leader:

All:
Leader:

All:

O God, you search us out and know us,

and all that we are is open to you.

We confess that we have sinned.

In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us.

When we make no room for Christ,
and fail to welcome him into our lives,
In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us.

When we follow shooting stars
and squander our gifts in Herod’s court,
In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us.

When we seek to cut down those
who might rise above us,
In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us.

When we sanitize your birth place
and erase from memory the poor and displaced,
In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us.

When we sing sweet sentiments over Christ’s birth,
and fail to rejoice over his everyday presence,
In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us.

We turn to you, O Christ,
perfect union of Spirit and flesh;
We renounce evil;

We claim your love;

We pray to be made whole.

....... ADESTE FIDELES

Newton Cowan



* ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*Tue PEACE

Leader: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
'The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

* CONGREGATIONAL REsPONSE: No. 113 - Angels We Have Heard on High
GLORIA

WE HeAR GoDp’s WORD

FirsT ScripTURE LESSON: ILsaiah 9:2-7
Reader: Audrey Faucher

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON: Luke 2:1-14
Readers: Campbell Kirkland and Sarah Cochrane

Readers: This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

SERMON ..oviitiitiitietecteee ettt ettt ettt ettt aeeseese et e ese s ens et ensesensensens Jill Duffield




WE REspoND TO GOD’Ss WORD

* CAROL OF REsPONSE: No. 145 - What Child Is This? ...ccvveeeeveenee.. GREENSLEEVES
) .

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE ..ot Jill Duffield

GREAT THANKSGIVING 1evveeeeeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeesssessesssssesssssnesans Newton Cowan

One: 'The Lord be with you.
Many:  And also with you.

One: Lift up your hearts.
Many:  We lift them up to the Lord.

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Many:  Itisright to give our thanks and praise.

One: We remember how Christ came — from the vast expanses of
heaven to a world that barely made room for him,
fragile and vulnerable and tiny — ... Therefore we join our voices

with the choirs of heaven and with all the faithful of every
time and place who forever praise God’s name:
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One: We remember too, Christ of the upper room, gathered with his
friends ... We remember with pain Christ’s body broken,
and with wild joy his rising again, and with faithful hope
await his return. Proclaiming the mystery of faith:
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Christ has died; Christ is ris-en; Christ  will come a - gain.

One: Light of the world, we give thanks that you came among us, with
healing in your touch, compassion in your voice, and grace in your
power ... and we would meet each other in heaven’s light, and call
each other beloved as you do us.
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One: Holy Spirit, presence of Christ in and among us,

Rest yourself in these gifts of bread and cup that they may be
sure signs of God’s love for us, forgiveness and life abundant ...
And now we join together in the prayer Christ himself has taught
us, saying

Tue Lorp’s PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,

but

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION.....cciitititietitietecteeteeete et Jill Dufheld

CoMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

We invite all who trust in the Lord, including children, to receive communion.
Communion will be served by intinction (dipping a piece of bread in the cup)
in the front of the sanctuary. The ushers will release you row by row to be served.
If you are unable to come forward please raise your hand and an elder will come to you.

All of our breads are gluten free.

ComMmmunioN Music: Carols of the Season

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION ... uueieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneeeeenees Newton Cowan

CALL FOR THE OFFERING

You may also participate in the offering by giving online at fpcgreensboro.org/give
or by mailing your gift to the church at 617 N. Elm St., Greensboro, NC 27401.

OFrFERTORY: Carols of the Season




* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: Angels From the Realms of Glory

REGENT SQUARE
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All cre - a - tion,  join in prais - ing God the Fa - ther,
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Spir - it,  Son, Ev - er - more your voic - es rais - ing
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To th'e - ter - nal__ Three in One: Come and wor - ship,
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come  and wor - ship, Wor - ship Christ, the new - born King!
PRAYER OF DEDICATION ....ooviiiiiiiiieiceeee e, Catherine Faircloth

CELEBRATION OF THE LIGHT ....coocoiiiiiiicieeeeeeeeeeeeeee Jill Dufhield

As ushers light candles from the Christ Candle, they will share
that light with people on the end of each pew.

We ask that you share the light of Christ with the person sitting
next to you (&y holding your candle upright and the person
next to you tilting their candle to the one lit), until everyone
is holding the light of Christ.

Night of STence......ccceevevieiriniiiiiiineceeeeeeeeeeee Daniel Kantor

Youth Choir Ensemble



* CoNGREGATIONAL CaRroL: Silent Night, Holy Night......... STILLE NACHT
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright

round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light;
radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light;
with the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!

T BENEDICTION ..oviitiitietietieteeteeteeteeteeteeteeteeveeaeeseeseeteese s esesesesensensenees Jill Duffield
* CoNGREGATIONAL CAROL: No. 134 - Joy to the World! .......ccccucueeee. ANTIOCH

VoLUNTARY: Toccata from Symphony no. V ......Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937)
John Alexander, organ

* Let us rise in body or spirit.



Tuis EveNiNG's WoRrsHIP LEADERS

Jill Dufhield

Senior Pastor

Newton Cowan
Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care

John Alexander
Director of Music Ministry and Principal Organist

Will Edwards
Director of Music for Rejoice!

Anne Albert
Director of Worship

Cover image: “Birth of Christ ” by Bernardo Daddi (1290-1348), circa 1325-1350.
Part of the left panel of a triptych, oil on panel; collection of the Scottish National gallery.



YouTH PARTICIPANTS

READERS
Sarah Cochrane
Catherine Faircloth
Audrey Faucher
Mary Katherine Faucher
Campbell Kirkland

USHERS
Gretchen Cimino
Cece Hunt
Elliott Kirkland
Chase Oakley
Drew King
Hodges King
Hailey Nixon
Millie Stuckert
Taylor Stuckert
Isabel Walker

CoMMUNION ELDERS
Winston Cimino
Mac Faircloth
Sydney Hunt
Sarah Parrish
Macy McAlister

Youru CHOIR ENSEMBLE
Jackie Albert
Lizzie Albert

De’Nique Byron
Audrey Faucher
Mary Katherine Faucher
Sebastian Upton
Zoé Upton
Emily Witherspoon



WELCOME

We are grateful that the Spirit has led you to spend Christmas Eve with us.
Retreats, special classes, and programs for children & youth

are coming as we continue our 200th year!

Children of all ages are welcome in the sanctuary.
Special Christmas Eve worship bags are provided

and do not need to be returned.

CuristMAs MoRNING, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25
AND SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29

One service: 10 a.m. worship in the Sanctuary. Children of all ages are welcome

in the sanctuary, and worship activity bags are available at the entrances.

HoLy ComMmuNION

We invite all who trust in the Lord, including children, to receive communion.
Communion will be served by intinction (dipping a piece of bread in the cup)
in the front of the sanctuary. The ushers will release you row by row to be served.
If you are unable to come forward please raise your hand and an elder will come to you.
All of our breads are gluten free.

WWW.FPCGREENSBORO.ORG

Music reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net A-707283 and CCLI License 2924425




O Come, All Ye Faithful 1
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1 O come, all ye faith-ful, joy - ful and tri-um-phant O
2 True God from true God, Light from light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels; sing in ex - ul - ta - tion;
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap-py morn-ing;
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ye; O come ye to Beth - le-hem! Come, and be - hold him,
of a wvir - gin, a mor-tal he comes; ver -y God, be -
all ye cit - i-zens of heaven a-bove! Glo-ry to God, all
sus, to thee be all glo - ry given, Word of the Fa - ther,
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born the King of an- gels!
got - ten, not cre - at - ed! o
glo - ry in the high-est!
now in flesh ap - pear-ing!
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come, let us a-dore him; O come, let
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us a-dore him; O come,let us a - dore him, Christ, the Lord!
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From its Roman Catholic origins, this 18th-century hymn has spread to worldwide use by many

denominations in both Latin and vernacular versions. Once popular with a wide range of hymn texts,

this tune is now firmly associated with this Christmas text from which it is named.

TEXT: John Francis Wade, c. 1743; trans. Frederick Oakeley, 1841, alt. ADESTE FIDELES

MUSIC: John Francis Wade, c. 1743; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906

Irregular




113 Angels We Have Heard on ngh
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1 An - gels we have heard on high, sweet-ly sing-ing o’er the plains,
2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy - ous strains pro -long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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and the moun-tains in re - ply ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some ti - dings be which in-spire your heaven-ly song?
come, a-dore on bend - ed knee Christ, the Lord, the new - born King.
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This French carol probably dates from the 1700s, though it was not printed until the following century.
Because it uses a vernacular language for the narrative stanzas and Latin for the refrain, it belongs to a
special category called “macaronic” or mixed-language texts.

TEXT: French carol; trans. James Chadwick, 1860, alt. GLORIA
MUSIC: French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes, 1937 7.7.7.7 with refrain
Music © 1937, ren. 1965 H. Augustine Smith Jr.

(admin. Fleming H. Revell Company, a div. of Baker Publishing Group)
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145 What Child Is This
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1 What child is this, who,laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate where ox andass are feed -ing?
3 So  bring him in-cense, gold, and myrrh; come, oneand all, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep-ing?

Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.
The King of kings sal-va-tion brings; let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this is Christ the King, whom shep-herds guard and an-gels sing;
Nails, spear, shall pierce him through; the cross be borne for
Raise, raise the song on high.

et

me, for you.
The vir - gin sings her lul - la - by.

haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the
Hail, hail, the Word made flesh, the babe, the
Joy,  joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the

son of Mar-y!
son of Mar-y!
son of Mar-y!
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This Victorian text gains scope and power by having the original second halves of stanzas two and three

restored. They give a stark forward glimpse of what lies ahead for this “babe, the son of Mary!” The tune is
much older, dating from Tudor England.

TEXT: William Chatterton Dix, 1871 GREENSLEEVES
MUSIC: English ballad, 16th cent.; arr. Christmas Carols New and Old, 1871 8.7.8.7.6.8.6.7



Joy to the World
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to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re - ceive
to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let all their songs
more let sins and sor-rows grow, nor thorns in - fest
rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the na -
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her king; let ev - ery heart pre - pare him room,
em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
the ground; he comes to make his bless - ings  flow
tions prove  the glo - ries of his righ - teous - ness
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and heaven and na - ture sing,

and heaven and na - ture

re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
and heaven and na - ture sing,
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heaven and na-ture

sing,

sing, and heaven, and heaven and na - ture sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound-ing joy.
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.
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While Isaac Watts did not write this text strictly for Christmas use, he did purposely cast his paraphrase of
Psalm 98:4-9 in Christian terms, titling it “The Messiah’s coming and kingdom.” So “the Lord” here is Jesus
Christ, rather than the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

TEXT: Isaac Watts, 1719,

alt.

MUSIC: Attr. George Frederick Handel, 1742; arr. Lowell Mason, 1836

ANTIOCH

CM with repeat
(alternate tune: RICHMOND, 266)



